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(In the Ward, Thursday, Dec. 18th, 1960.) 

GenTLemen,—The patient now before you is affected with a 
very remarkable and rare form of paralysis. I wish you there- 
fore to observe his case with careful attention to details, which 
I will point out and remark upon as we proceed. 

He is a well-formed and robust Berwickshire toll-keeper, 
(James D——, aged twenty-four,) sent here by Dr. Philip 
Maclagan, of Berwick, under whose care he has already made 
some little progress towards cure. The phenomena are, how- 
ever, still amply characteristic, so that you can observe them 
for yourselves. 

He presents no symptom of disease of the brain ; his intel- 
ligence is quick, and quite above the average; his walk is 
steady, his grasp firm, and his sensibility to all impressions 
unimpaired. He has never had at any time any unusual sensa- 


, also noticed a difficulty in speaking and in whistling ; 
also that the food he ate was apt to stick between his 


sensation 
of the face, And this disease, strictly limited to face, 
been throughout unattended by pain or uneasy sensations 


denly touching the with the He re 
, that in or when i meself to sleep, 
result possibly due, not so much 


BEE 
Fe 
Hell 


In 
case at all similar to the present one 
my notice,* I made the diagnosis at once 


EF 


i 


that it was a much less simple case than 
many points gave rise toa very natural 
cere disease, so that I am not surprised at 
first impression it produced on the very able 
well-informed physician who recommended it to my care, 
need hardly point out to you the immense importance of 
ceeds that according to M. Davaine, 
ow I must explain to . 
to whose — pb I have just now referred, it is 
not in all cases of paralysis of the portio dura indi: 
that the affection of speech is limited to the labials. In the 
majority of those unconnected with disease of the brain it is 
but there are also cases of this kind in which the movements 
the tongue and palate are affected, and in which, therefore, 
there isimperfection guttural 


* See, for reference to this case, the end of the present paper. 


| the relaxed and undimpled fat 
cheek, of this man. These signs are, so far, characteristic; 
but here are some more striking ones, requiring the face to be 
thrown into action to discover them. He cannot shut his eyes 
at all completely; when he attempts to do so, the eyeballs are 
turned up, and the white of the eye alone is visible. Neither 
are the eyes closed under the powerful reflex stimulus of sud- 
PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL INFIRMARY OF EDINBURGH. to contraction of the orbicularis muscle, as to = 
—_— tion of its opponents, and especially the levator pe’ 
A rare disease— Observation of the symptoms in detail— Physio- | frontalis muscle; the wrinkles of the brow are not obliterated ; 
logy and pathology of the portio dura—ZJnvestigation of the | and it is rather remarkable that he can do what some people 
part of the nerve affected, and important bearing of this in- | cannot do—viz., he can give a certain amount of motion to the 
: quiry on prognosis and treatment—Successful use of gal- | ear, particularly on the right side, The posterior auricular 
j vanism and of iodide of potassium. branch and the upper temporal branches of the nerve are 
therefore nearly unaffected. He has almost no voluntary 
flaceid as to wn in ibly during inspiration, as is de- 
scribed in some cases. The check is almost perfectly flaccid, 
and offers no resistance to a finger introduced into the mouth, 
on either side. ee pee 
completely paralysed. Nevertheless, movemen 
mastication are perfectly well performed, and thus we ascer- 
| tain that the moter branch of the fifth nerve is entirely un- 
| affected—a fact which corroborates very decidedly the opinion ' 
of my friend and colleague, Dr. Struthers, that the portio dura 
is the sole nerve of motion for the buccinator. Dr, Struthers 
bases this opinion on the observation of several cases of paralysis 
| both of the fifth nerve and of the portio dura, It is right to 
. however, that some eminent authorities have arrived at 4 
different conclusion. 
To There is a most ludicrous inability to whistle, 
there being not even the smallest approach to the circular con- 
tion within his head; and, so far as this disease can be con- | traction “ — ye aa 
with aay ens, ts with ‘fecting thoumatio press them in the least, and in attempting to speak such a 
pains of the back and shoulders, He is disposed to ascribe Rimple word pape,” te it them aval: 
his complaint to cold caught when exposed to the night air in ily, marring the purity of the articulation. He is equally at 
light clothing, in the exercise of his business. He will tell you | fault with ‘‘ mamma,” the first word of infancy; but he can 
that the first time he observed anything wrong was some weeks | say ‘‘la la” or ‘‘ta ta” quite well and distinctly. Lingual 
and that what he then observed was that he could not | @?ticulation is, therefore, 3 labial articulation, on the 
yp Se os contrary, is much impai Try him with a guttural, or a 
twist his face into the usual positions for easy shaving. This mixed guttural and won Pet tyne | so, make 
he observed on one particular morning, and he mentioned it to | ajjowance for his Berwickshire burr, evidently habitual to him 
his wife. The latter then noticed for the first time—as, in- | from his youth. ee ee eee 
not appear to inc he observed it, but rather the con teristic. You observe, he bas it “lanb-lighter,” something 
f the lips, but in word is cor- 
cheek, an e constantly use his mgue or his The ” 6 ” the 
finger to dislodge it from that position. But other trouble in poor 5 Ot 
eating no in masticating or in lest not am wo for a bad speaker,) are quite correctly 
swallowing; no imperfection of taste or smell; no want of 
com 
| 
y Kind, wi e exception, perhaps, Of those F. 
feelings in the back before mentioned. 
o&f the portio dura on both sides—a disease of which I have 
seen only one other example, but of which several instances 
have by Christison, Todd, and | 
others, and especially by M. Davaine,* who has written a 
the subject, of which I shall avail 
in investigating present case. 
_ The portio dur i as you know, the nerve of motion of the 
face. hen it is paralysed on one side only, as is usually the 
| case, the result is a marked distortion of the features, which 
are drawn a to the unaffected side, especially in 
speaking, while on the paralysed side the physiognomy is ex- 
pressonleas and cei. Nothing can be more clearly defined | 
a case of this kind; you recognise it at a glance, without 
e symmetrical, as in the present case, it requires a 
somewhat closer observation for its detection; there is no 
ing deeper than first appearances. You cannot fail, how- —————— ____ 
* Gazette Médicale, 1852-3. 
No. 1968. 
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The particular movement of the tongue that is most to be 
impaired is the elevation of the tip; the organ can always be 
protruded to a certain extent, as this is done by the hypo- 
— nerve, or ninth pair of Willis; it can also be moved 
side to side; but it is raised with difficulty; it is protruled 
to the full with difficulty; the delicate movements of the tip 
against the teeth and roof of the mouth are either lost or im- 
paired, and hence the defect of lingual articulation. This im- 
pairment of the movements of the tongue in certain cases of 
paralysis of the portio dura is, I believe, a fact based upon 
actual observation in a sufficient number of instances to giv 
security against casual mistakes, though I have not myself 
an opportunity of corroborating the observation. It is plausibly 
explained by the well-known anatomical fact, that the chorda 
tympani nerve leaves the portio dura just before it emerges 
from the stylo-mastoid hole, and arches forwards to join the 
tory nerve of the fifth pair, in company with which it is 
buted to the front portion of the tongue, sending branches 
to some of the superficial muscles. And in like manner, the 
and the of the soft 
te in some cases of portio ura paralysi in particular 
the deviation of the uvula to one side pe are explained 
=o course of the Vidian nerve, which leaves the ganglion- 
ike enlargement of the portio dura at its first bend within the 
petrous portion, and 
through a canal in the body of the sphenoid to Meckel’s gang- 
lion, (spheno-palatine, ) ce it is distributed to the soft 
palate.” I donot entirely, and without reserve, adopt all of these 
theoretical views; at the same time I see no reason to set them 
aside, or even to doubt them, if the facts on which they 
are founded are correctly stated; and for these facts I must 
refer you to M. Davaine’s memoir.+ In eral terms, he 


states that complete paralysis of the in branches of the 
0 dura (i. e., the branches internal to the stylo-mastoid 


) is evidenced ‘* by dy ia, by speaking through the 
nose, and by diffi i 
ters.” 


culty of pronouncing the 


Now you will see more clearly the rationale of some of the 
observations we have made already, and of some of those which 
we have yet to make. In James D—— the linguals are per- 
fectly articulated; there is no speaking through the nose, and 
no difficulty of deglutition, nor of articulation of the gutturals. 
Observe that his tongue is protruded with ease, exactly in a 
straight line, and to the full extent; the tip can be easily made 
to fit the roof of the mouth, or to curve over the teeth or upper 
lip; the soft palate is very mobile; the uvula is not drawn to 
one side or the other. Let me add, what you can inquire about 
for yourselves, that his taste, smell, and hearing are quite per- 
fect. I make this remark, because all of these senses have been 
found in particular cases of paralysis of the portio dura to be 
impaired, either from the direct association of the trunk of that 
nerve with the auditory,'or by its connexion, through the sym- 
— ganglia, with the accessory nerves the spe- 
senses. 


I conclude that in our —s James D——, the Vidian 
nerve is unaffected, the tympani is unaffected, the 
auditory nerve and the nerve of Jacobson, with their commu- 
nications, are unaffected, and all the connecting branches with 
the sympathetic are unaffected; in short, there is no disease 
of the portio dura within the stylo-mastoid foramen. But 
further, the motion of the ear and the freedom of motion of 
the tongue and chin show that the auricular muscles, and the 
stylo-hyoid and digastric, which receive the first branches of 
the io dura r it emerges from the cranium, are not 
involved in the paralysis; and even the occipito-frontalis 
muscle is nearly exempt. ‘The paralysis is therefore a partial 
though very considerable and widely extended ysis of most 
of the external branches of the portio dura; but of these only. 
Another proof that the paralysis is wholly excentric, and 
even does not from any point very far back in the trunk 
of the nerve, is that the reflex acts are quite as much abolished 
over the sphere of the paralysis as the strictly voluntary acts, 
This is the opposite of what is observed in centric paralysis of 
the portio dura, in which form of disease you can general] 
cause pretty complete movement of the part affected by tick- 
ling or pinching, or brushing the eyelashes, or even bringing a 


* See the very beautiful plates of Arnold, or those of Hirschfeld and Leveillé, 
pA I illustrated this demonstration. The best view of the intimate rela- 
of the ganglion-s' enl: ent and its branches, is given in the 
article, “Seventh Pair of Nerves,” by Dr. Brinton, in the “ Cyclopmedia of Ana- 


tomy and Physiology.” 
+ The depend of the its of the soft palate on the portio dura 
chords tympant impressions both frou the seveath pair to the 


finger suddenly near the eye. In James D—— none of these 
effects follow, and the automatic acts are equally paralysed. 
Indeed, one of the strangest features of the case is what he him- 
self calls the ‘‘stillness”—the total absence of expression;* more 
remarkable in this instance, because our patient is evidently a 
man of quick intelligence and sensibility, ready with his re- 
plies, and perfectly up to a joke—among other things, the joke 
of laughing, as you see him do now, with his larynx and his 
diaphragm, and with everything but his face. His face is 
that of a mute at a funeral; even when I try him with a bit 
of Robert Burns, whom he well understands and a) i I 
fail to draw a single smile out of him. It all ends in an inward 
guffaw—a sort of light comedy played bebind a mask ; and it 
is the same for all other emotions, He is cut off from all com- 
munication with his kind, so far as facial expression forms a 
means of communication; and he evidently feels the loss. 
acutely, for it was one of the first facts noticed, and the one 
on which he most insists. This is a constant condition in 
double paralysis of the io dura, and most decidedly in the 
paralysis of the exte’ branches. Another fact, but one which 
we have not had an opportunity of noticing here, is, that the 
blush cf shame and the paleness of terror come and go inde- 
pendently of this paralysis, and often form the only index in 
ec 


I have thus far presented with a sort of physiological 
analysis of the facts of this saost interesting case. Now, as 
regards the cause, the p is, the treatment. It will be appa- 
rent to you that the whole of the characteristics of such a case 
as we have here, or rather let me say, the whole ical re- 
lations of cases of facial ysis in general, will id upon 
ion; and this is still more true, if 
possible, of the double paralysis than of the single: for ex- 
ample, if the cause of paralysis is within the cranium, it is to 
be judged as a true oldeal Mattee, formidable in proportion 
to its extent and its nearness to the centres of life; if, . 
the cause is altogether external, both the prognosis and the 
treatment are widely different; while a ysis due to dis- 
ease of the nerve within the bony canal laws of its o 
inasmuch as it usually depends upon disease of the bone, 
is dangerous or the con , amenable to treatment or not, 
according to the character of the particular form of disease of 
the bone = which it is associated. Now, on into 
a general disquisition on this rather large subject, I will remark 
that the present case has no character of cerebral paralysis, 
which may, therefore, be left out of the question; neither is 
there any proof of disease of the bone, or of the nerve within the 
bon pant 9 moreover, the patient has never been affected with 
syphilis, he has no trace of a scrofulous or tuberculous consti- 
tution, and he has never had any discharge from the ear or 
pain over the mastoid cells. The common causes of injury to 
the nerve within the aqueduct of Fallopius are, therefore, ex- 
cluded by the history. Again, he has not had my eet of 
the parotid gland, or of the external parts through which the 
nerve passes. Taking these facts in connexion with the pre- 
vious investi Fay | conclude there has been no disease of 
the trunk of the nerve, but an affection (certainly a severe 
affection) probably due to cold, and connected with rheumatism, 
of the external branches alone. Moreover, the acute disease 
of the nerve, whatever it may have been, is now over; the 
are very slowly recovering their tone. What we have 
to do is chiefly to aid the gradual restoration of function, both 
of muscle and nerve, by the employment of galvanism, by ex- 
ercise of the muscles, and perhaps by counter-irritation. He 
has, in fact, been using the galvanic battery daily since he 
came here, with obvious benefit; he will continue to employ it, 
under Dr. Maclagan’s directions, at home, along with the in- 
ternal use of iodide of potassium, which (I can y tell you 
why, unless it be from their frequent association with syphilitic 
periostitis) has been found to be useful in many of these cases. 
[The patient returned towards the end of April to show himself ; 
the improvement had been progressive, but the recovery was 
still incomplete. ] 
(Concluding Remarks, May 3rd.) 
An instructive opportunity was afforded to those who saw 
this case of comparing it with one in the ward at the same 
time of very marked paralysis of the portio dura on the left 


crosses over the surface of that bone, and | aff 


. It is that variety of complex 
called the General Paralysis of the Insane, and well known in most large asy- 
lums. In a simple case of double paralysis of the portio dura, like the present, 
the diagnosis is not difficult; but I can imagi i t in which the 
Aifficulty would be considerable. The only security is to be found in a careful 
i vestigation of the collateral facts of the case, 


| 
| * There is, perhaps, only one form of cerebral disorder in which this want 
| of expression of the face is a marked feature of the disease, though rarely to 
and vice | 


Tas Laycet,} A SECOND WINTER IN ITALY, BY DR. HENRY BENNET. 


side, occurring in consequence of disease of the mastoid cells, in 
a young man rather far advanced in phthisis, This patient 
had long had a discharge from the left ear, and rather suddenly 
became paralysed on the co nding side of the face, during 
his residence in the hospital. paralysis was nearly com- 
and extended to all the external branches in nearly equal | and sunshine. 
of the soft palate acted very differently under a reflex stimulus, 
pwards much more de- 
y than the left, and nm he the uvula being always | In most of these towns, moreover,—Rome, Florence. Pisa, 
bent towards the sound side, while its base was maintained in | Naples,—the positions selected for and devoted to invalids are 
central, and owe their protection in a great measure to build- 
ings, which secure to them the town undiluted. 
Thus is explained the f 
our countrymen, ill or w 


try.” 
I could gather 
other our own old enemy, typh 

Its characteristic features may be modi 


too, is iden 
Giles’s hov 


that the Mentone amphitheatre affords infini 
aes tection to to be fonnd between it and 
treatment it had ee I heard of thi i 
Sawa = phitheatre, as it to completely 
an am as it were, so as to com 
the north, east, and west a hilly district such as 
which constitutes the centre of this amphitheatre. 


A SECOND WINTER IN ITALY. 


| 


works I have read on winter climates have, it appears to me, 
made an extraordinary but all-important omission. They have 


what avail is it to place a patient suffering from a constitu- 
tional disease, such as phthisis, in the most favourable climatic 
conditions, if every law of hygiene is vielated—if he is made 
to live in the midst of a foul, badly-drained, badly-ventilated 
town, suchas Florence, Rome, or Naples? In these unhealthy 
centres of southern population, where the mortality is habitually ray F 
very high amongst the healthy natives, (much higher, as we | cactus and the pepper-plant, seem to 
have seen, than in our most unwholesome manufacturing coma atmth and shelter 
lovalities,) what right have we to expect the general health of | “™°°P™ 
our patients 'to rally? In realty it would be as reasonable to 
send consumptive patients, in the summer months, to live in 
the worst parts of Whitechapel, Liverpool, or Glasgow, as it is 7 ignore entirely the multitudinous wants and 
to send them in winter to live in the centre of these unhealthy " 
southern towns. 

e little steamer from Nice, 

In former days, when the laws of hygiene were ignored by | examine ay a ag i will then see a de 
the medical profession as well as by the non-medical public— | panorama—a mountain-chain forming a species of arm-chair; 
when fevers and plagues were merely studied and treated as | the back or north rising to 4000 feet in a series of peaks; the 
inscrutable dispensations of divine wrath, it was, perhaps, ex- i 
cusable for writers on climate to devote their undivided atten- 
tion to meteorological questions, But now that the mist | ;, 
and darkness have been dispelled, that typhus fever and other | 


ve luxuriantly, find- 
these 
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irritation behind the ear. The nerve is probably ome de- | year see chronicled. On the spot you are told that they have 
stroyed at some point within the Fallopian aqueduct, the | But this fever of the 
damage. der a continen 
The case (above alluded to) of double paralysis of the portio fied by some malarious 
dura, seen by me before the present one, was evidently con- | or catarrhal element, but the type 1s same. The cause, 
the use of iodide of potassium with iodide of mercury and 1—fov] air inside and outside ar pele bag 
corrosive sublimate in alterative doses. It was of rather aving tailed to discover any more sheltered spot than the 
complicated character and threatening aspect on admission, vicinity of Nice in the eastern Rivie iera, I determined, on leavi 
on account of the coincidence of the facial paralysis with, to 
first, deafness of one ear; secondly, dimness of vision to a | there are many populcus towns and villages. Hach successive 
slight extent; thirdly, pain extending from the temple to the | station — Savona, Finale, Oneglia, St. Remo, Ventimiglia— 
was examined, and abandoned as inferior, until I once more 
of maintaining the equilibrium of the body im the erect — found myself in the well-remembered site of my previous win- 
These symptoms were only of fifteen days’ duration when the | ter’s experience. The conviction which this journey produced, 

where aiso ts there such a kground of sti igher mountams 
eee lying h, #0 a8 to protect in its turn the ecusicircutar 
This background of mountain land ae 
By J. HENRY BENNET, M.D., miles north into Savoy, and is limited only in 
n in a 
(Concluded from page 458.) at reach it about Oneglia, half- 
hus between Genoa and Oregie 
Oneglia and Nice the depth and 
my mind by the sanitary survey of the principal health towns sultant tatbonane Conseguentiy 
of italy was unsatisfactory in the extreme. The authors whose ount of protection offered towards ‘the north increases 
same ratio, until at Mentone the greatest amount of 
and the warmest climate of the entire Riviera is 
studied winds, sunshine, cloud, temperature, protection, and — a 
all the various elements which constitute climate, forgetting Gashs treet 
hygiene. And yet are not the laws of hygiene of more im- | the rivers.of course 
portance to the imvalid than all the rest put together? Of | the mountain-line. 
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The vicinity of Nice has at last roused Mentone to a sense of 
the value of its climate and position. The inhabitants have 
invested, I was told by the syndic, all their savings,—about 
£80,000,—in building villas and suburban houses for their 
visitors, and now can accommodate about 300 comfortably and 

gienically. These houses have been built outside the town 

the sea shore, so that they unite the climatic advantages 
which Mentone affords with the hygienic conditions, which, as 
I have stated, are equally, indeed more necessary. these 
respects, Mentone is following in the wake of Nice, Cannes, 
Hy?res, and Pau, at all of which the residences prepared for 
invalids are and hygienic. 

The little town of Mentone was built, like all other Italian 
towns, for the purpose of defence, It is no exception, there- 
fore, to the rule. Its older streets are damp, sunless lanes, a 
few feet wide; but the visitors have nothing to do with them, 
and need never them. It 
usual, owing to great money value 
pown-<e industrious race—have to cultivate the rock, and 

ve no pasturage, no cattle but donkeys; they husband their 
manure, therefore, with jealous care, and let none escape into 
the sea or elsewhere. 

I have little to add to what I said last year (vide Tue 
Lancet, July 7th, 1860), except to slightly modify what I 
stated about the general character of the weather, in a favour- 
able sense. At Mentone as elsewhere, winters follow without 
being quite alike. This last winter, the general character of 
the wind was more southerly than the previous winter. Asa 
result there were more rainy or cloudy days, but fewer cold 
ones. The only cold days we had throughout the winter were 
two or three at Christmas, when the thermometer went down 
to the freezing point in exposed situations at the sea level. 

out the winter otherwise, the night minimum varied 

from 40° to 45°; the day maximum, in the shade, from 50° to 

without fire and the window open, from 
to ° 


My medical experience, also, was 
last year. Many of the phthisical patients who submitted to 
strict discipline and did all that was right medically, hygienic- 
ally, and socially, rallied in a very remarkable manner. The 
best cases, as is usual in all health localities, were those in 
whom phthisis was not hereditary, but accidental, and in 
whom it was in its incipient stages. Some, although in a very 
advanced stage, remained stationary under judicious treatment; 
whilst several others continued PT ay og through the succes- 

ied in the course of the winter. 


pretty much the same as 


pleasantly at old the 
the winter very ly at my uarters, 
Hotel de la Pension Anglaise; and found my scoliuenen and 
countrywomen as contented and happy a little community— 
conclusion, I must give one parting caution. My expe- 
rience of this year has convinced me that it is impossible to 
sarc ey vga pleasure at the same time; so I intend 
ceforth to follow the advice I give to others, and to wander 
no more. I am persuaded that no ter mistake can be made 
than to endeavour to combine sight-seeing with wintering 
abroad for health ; or than for an invalid to accompany healthy 
sight-seeking relatives. The invalid who winters abroad should 
start early, go direct to his destination, and return in the same 
way. And yet all seem to fall into this error, ially at 
the close of the winter. As soon as March comes, the wildest 
are formed on all sides, having for object to see the world 
on the way home, and having for result to bring the invalid 
into every kind of danger. 
Grosvenor-street, May, 1861, 


ON IRRITATION OF THE URETHRA IN 
FEMALES, 
ITS DESCRIPTION AND TREATMENT. 
By JOHN HUNTER, M.A., Manchester. 


I nave had lately under my care some examples of a urinary 
disease in females, which is not, so far as I know, particularly 
described in books, and the successful treatment of which is 
also, I believe, not fully recognised, I shall give a short sketch 


of three cases, as exam 
in a female of ad 
in a young woman. 


of the affection, occurring, as it did, 
years, in one of middle age, and lastly, 


Mrs, C——, aged seventy-two years, consulted me in the 
summer of 1859, whose case presented the following features :— 
During the past fourteen years she had suffered from incon- 
tinence of urine—in fact “‘she was never dry.” Together with 
this there was a constant desire to void her urine, but instead 
of each attempt to do so ay relief, it only caused an 
increase of her sufferings ; yet still the desire was persistent, 
Walking or standing greatly wated her sufferings. As 
much of her urine as could be collected was much clouded with 
muere; there was pain and a feeling of weight in the lumbar 
region, The treatment hitherto had consisted in lotions and 
other applications to the external parts and to the vagina, but 
without bringing any relief. On examination, the external 
parts saoeanel and felt to be quite natural, but the ure 
from the meatus up, as far as could be di was very 
and congested, quite as much so as the vascular tumours some- 
times seen near the meatus. On the introduction of a silver 
catheter, the whole urethra was found to be exquisitely tender, 
more third. The bladder 


potasse. The urethra itself I treated locally in the following 
manner: I first injected a little warm water from a male glass 
syringe, in order to wash away the adherent mucus, taki 

care that the nozzle of the syringe was fully introduced (with a 
slight rifling movement) and that it did not impinge on the walls 
of the urethra, I then threw up a syringeful of solution of 


nitrate of silver (five grains to the ounce), and allowed it to come 
away of itself. I enjoined her to rest in the recumbent posture, 
and as far as possible to resist the desire to em 

to 


ty the bladder. 
I used the same local means every day, ually the 
mucous membrane of the urethra ap’ be less irritable, 
and, as a consequence, the contents of the bladder were re- 
tained for a longer time ; till, in about a fortnight from the 
commencement of the treatment, the patient stated that she 
was able to hold her urine for about four hours, the pain had 
almost disappeared, and the general condition of the patient 
was satisfactory. I have since attended her for another inom, 
and learned with satisfaction that she had no return of the 
urinary derangement. 


Mrs. M—, fifty, consulted me in December, 1860. 
Her disease, which was very similar to the case above described, 
differed from it in duration, as it had only lasted for four years. 
Her sufferings, however, were much greater than in the case of 
Mrs, C——. She stated that she was obliged to get up as 
often as eight or nine times during the ni -' was never 
dry during the day, and was cauteulty' ead with pain. 
The urine was much clouded with mucus, 

I found much more difficulty in treating this patient than 
the last described. Though [ used the same alkaline medicines, 
attended to the digestive functions, and took the same pains 
with the injections, still the disease was only alleviated, not 
cured. I then adopted the following — I used the 
daily injection as before described, 1 turned the patient, so 
that her feet rested on the bolster of the bed; I raised the 
pelvis with pillows, and depressed the shoulders, in order to 
throw the urine away from the neck of the bladder; I then in- 
structed her to hold her urine as long as possible, and when 
the desire to pass it became irresistible, an intelligent female, 
to whom I gave proper directions, anointed, before the patient 
passed urine, ? agg urethra, by introducing an uncut quill, 
smeared with the dilute nitrate-of-mercury ointment. This 
plan, by preventing the rym | urine touching the 
walls of the urethra, allowed time for the to be heal: 
which was quickly effected, and the patient is now in g 
health and strength, free from pain, and able to hold her urine 
for about four hours. 


In Miss G——’s case, the disease had commenced in her 
childhood, and had continued to her twenty second year. She 
did not recollect ever being able to hold her urine, and there 
were constant pain and desire to it. 

I adopted the same means with this patient as in the previous 
cases, except that after I used the injection I threw up a little 
sweet-oil, Everything was going on well, and she was able to 
hold her urine for five hours, when unfortunately she got an 


altogether confined to the urethra, The urine, on examination, 
| was found to be not more acid than natural. 
The treatment I adopted consisted in the exhibition of 
| alteratives, with the constant use of small doses of liquor 
What speaks well for Mentone as a health station is, that al- — 
though there were nearly two hundred - residents during 
the winter, there was not a single case of dysentery, malaria, 
fever, or of severe accidental disease that could be attributed | 
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attack of gastritis, There was persistent vomiting, and 
although every reasonable plan was tried she succum to 
the acute attack, when just on the threshold of a new and 
enjoyable existence. 

City-road, Manchester, May, 1361. 


ON A CASE 


or 
EXTENSIVE HYPERTROPHY AND ULCERA- 
TION OF THE CELLULAR TISSUE OF THE 
RIGHT LOWER EXTREMITY, 


COMPLICATED WITH 
ANCHYLOSIS OF THE KNEE AND 
ANKLE JOINTS ; 


AMPUTATION OF THE THIGH AS HIGH UP AS THE TRO- 
CHANTER MINOR; RAPID BECOVERY. 


By JOHN WIBLIN, Ese@., Southampton. 


LyDEBTED as we are in our days to orthopedic surgeons for 
the interesting researches they have made with a view to the 
elucidation of the pathological conditions of anchylosed joints, 
and for the various surgical and mechanical expedients which 
they have introduced with such signal success to remedy these 
deformities, it is not at all surprising that we so rarely wit- 
ness, either in private or hospital practice, any of those old, 
chronic, neglected, and distorted conditions of joints which 
were so frequently to be observed in the wards of the great 
provincial and metropolitan institutions about a quarter of a 
century ago. Isolated instances of the kind referred to occur 
now and then in private practice, and when invested with 
some degree of interest and practical inferences I think they 
may with propriety be placed on record. 

The history of the case which I have to bring under the 
is the following :— 

Elizabeth T——, aged forty-three, » sanguine temperament, 
pale and care-worn countenance, ex suffering, 
states that about twenty years e cont syphilis from 
her first husband, which was followed by primary sores, and 
large indurated buboes in both groins. She consulted a sur- 
geon, who administered mercury to salivation. The buboes 
suppurated, but healed very slowly. Three months from the 
date of salivation, a small pimple, followed by an ulcer of the 
size of a shilling, appeared over the right tibia. Various em- 
pirical ointments were applied by the patient te this sore; but 
the disease made rapid progress, and the extremity, from the 
toes to the tarsus, became covered with ulcers, pouring forth a 
most offensive and exhausting discharge. The patient asserts 
that neither at this time, nor at any subsequent period, did 
any bone, or anything like bone, ever issue from these sores, 
and that they seemed to be quite superficial, nothing issuing 
from them when firmly pressed. For three years these ulcers 
on the foot and leg continued to appear and disappear, accom- 
panied with great irritation of the surrounding parts. About 
this time the heel was the seat of a violent attack of inflam- 
matory action, which terminated in loss of the use of the ankle- 
joint. At times the sores would put on a healing appearance, 
and no traces of the disease would remain, with the exception 
of the corresponding cicatrices. About five years from the 
date of her contracting syphilis, the leg, from the toes to the 
knee-joint, became the seat of one mass of superficial sores. 
The di now assumed a more protracted character, and re- 
sulted in great deformity and impaired mobility of the knee- 
joint. She thus continued to suffer froth renewed outbreaks of 
the disease, until about two years ago, when the specific cuta- 
neous ulceration passed the knee-joint, and commenced its 
Ta in the front and posterior part of the thigh. The now 

inful nature of the disease, the offensive discharges, and the 
debilitating consequences it had produced on her constitution, 
induced her, in the month of February, to consult Dr. Schuyler, 
of Woolston, near this town. 

My opinion on the case was subsequently, in conjunction 
with that of Mr. H Smith, of Caroline-street, don, 
asked in consultation with that gentleman. On examination 


of the limb, we found the toes, foot, and ankle-joint enormously 


a striking resemblance to 


muscles of the calf of the leg were very considerably wasted, 
in consequence of their having long since ceased to perform 
their ordinary functions; the bones entering into the formation 
of the knee-joint formed an angle of at least 45 degrees; the 
anterior part of the thigh, about ten inches in extent, had been 
the seat of inflammation and ulceration; and extending from 
the insertion of the hamstring tendons to within an inch of the 
tuberosity of the ischium was to be observed an extensive batch 
of superficial ulcerative openings, giving exit to a discharge of 
a most irritating description. 

The question for our consideration was, whether any opera- 
tion could be performed having for its tendency the disruption 
of the old fibrinous deposition and consolidation of matter 


_ around the knee-joint, and the final straightening of the limb, 


A careful examination of the extra-capsular anchylosis of the 
ankle and knee joints, and the withered condition of the 
muscles of the leg, led us to despair of impr ent being 
effected by any such kind of operative interfere We then 
decided to remove the thigh at that point which should include 
the whole of the diseased structures. 

On the 17th of February, the woman was placed under the 
influence of chloroform by Dr. Henry Palk, a gentleman tho- 
roughly master of the subject, and the operation was at once 

ied into execution. It having already been decided to re- 
amputation at the hip-joint or throug 
baw of the trochanter. At first it appeared as though the 
former proceeding would be necessary, from the circumstance 
that the tissues at the posterior part of the thigh were ina 
state of extensive disease as high up as the buttock, and ren- 
dered thereby unfit to form a covering for the bone. As, how- 
ever, the tissues on the anterior and inner portion of the thigh 
were free from disease, it was pro to select the flap 
chiefly from this situation; and a careful examination led us to 
the conclusion that a sufficient covering might be formed 
these structures, together with the small amount which 
be obtained postegiorly, so as to permit of an amputation below 
the hip-joint, and thus avoid the extreme dangers which it is 
well known invariably attend upon this formidable mutilation, 
Accordingly the operation was performed in the following man- 
ner:—The point of /a long, narrow knife was entered at the 
inner side of the thigh about two inches below the fold of the 
groin, and as low down as ible, so as to avoid splitting the 
arteries. The knife was then directed across the thigh toa 
point on the outside nearly om, carrying the knife for- 
wards, and thus making a long from the front. The knife 
was next applied on "the outside of the limb, exactly at the 
spot where the transfixion terminated, and was rapidly swept 
around the thigh teriorly to the inner side, where the first 
incision com , and the soft tissues were cleanly cut down 
to the bone, just above the line where the ulceration ceased. 
The bone was sawn through, and the limb removed, The whole 
proceeding did not occupy more than twenty seconds, and it 
was purposely executed more rapidly than is usual in these 
chloroform days, from the fear that there might be some diffi- 
culty in controlling the bleeding, as any unusual loss of blood 
would have been highly perilous to the patient, who was in a 
very depressed state. Fortunately, however, there was room 
for an assistant, Mr. H. Smith, to compress the c femo- 
ral artery upon the pubes with ease, and a tourniquet was so 
adapted round the groin that its strap acted as a powerful 
compress upon the buttock, and thus prevented any bleeding 
from the large branches arising from the internal iliac; conse- 
quently there was no loss of blood beyond a very small flow 
from the divided veins. On tying the vessels, and adapting 
the soft tissues together, the long flap cut from the front waa 
found to be even somewhat scanty, and therefore an additioual 
inch of the femur was cleared and removed by the saw, when 
the bone was readily covered, and allowance thus made for 
any retraction which might subsequently take place. On 
making this farther section of the femur, a vessel in the cancel- 
lous structure of the bone bled freely, and it was found neces- 
sary to adapt a plug of hard wood before the bleeding could be 
arrested. 


At the conclusion of the ion the patient was carefully 
removed to bed, and the stump well supported by pillows. 
Two ounces of wine were administered, but, owing to the irri- 
table condition of the stomach, immediately rejected. Thi 
occurred twice during the day, and nothing but small quantities 
of beef-tea were retained. —LKight P.m.: Small amount of venous 
oozing from the inner surface of the stump, slightly discolouring 
the bandages; pulse tolerably full, 80 per minute, The patient 
ins of much pain in the stump. 
There being no disposition to sleep, twenty-five minima of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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tincture of opium were administered, and the dose re at 
ten P.M., after which six hours of tolerably quiet were 


le and decidedly venous; has passed 
ly-—Eight r.m.: Pulse 70 to 80 per minute; feels 
restless, and earnestly requests ini of a sleeping- 
draught. Twenty-five minims of tincture of opium were given, 
quiet sleep at intervals. 
intenance cheerful and fresh ; complains of slight 
pain only. The irritability of stomach has entirely disa’ 


ight and momentary jerking of the stump was 
i ithout an opiate, of seven 


strapping. Catamenia had 

the night. Has taken to-day a custard aaiien 
wine, and two ounces of brandy, with three cups 
low-spirited (attributable in 

great 3; appetite good ; tongue clean ; 
[ape Wine and brandy slightly increased in quantity to- 
; she has taken six ounces of wine and three ounces of 
brandy; beef-tea in abundance; passed a very comfortable 


—Very cheerful; all doing well; copious discharge from 
24th.—Stump dressed at one p.m. Very healthy in appear- 


aioe; granulatin rapidly; discharge copious from inner sur- 


two ligatures were 

Sth (three weeks from the date of operation.) —The 
ree 

up for two hours. #5 


BFE 


ypertrophied, it was extremely interesting to witness innu- 
‘openi which protruded little nodules 
on the anterior of the 


was cautiously removed, and first the tendon 
flexor cruris, and subsequent] 
semi-tendinosus, 


Microscopical examination of the skin and muscular struc- 
tures,—These were submitted to the i ion and examina- 
tion of Mr. Quekett and Dr. Lionel Beale. The former gentle- 
man writes:—‘‘I have made several examinations of the 

imens yousent me, One, which I presume was skin, was 

most changed; it consists almost wholly of fibrous tissue, 
with small masses of fat between the layers. The other is 
principally lar tissue in a fearful state of fatty degenera- 
tion. The disease I should imagine was situated in the skin, 
and I should call it essentially an hypertrophy of the cellular 
,tissue, forming in some cases large tumours, as in the scrotum, 
or in the leg, as in elephantiasis; but in this mstance some 
want of power existed, and the h was only 
marked in certain spots.” Dr. Lionel Beale writes:—“ 
tissue. m was 
ceased to act as musele.” 

These observations fully agree with the result of my own 
imperfect microscopical investigations, and establish beyond 
a doubt that the disease was essentially one of hypertrophy of 
the skin and fatty degeneration of muscular structures, 
originating, in my opinion, in secondary syphilitic contamina- 
tion of the system. 


Southampton, April, 1861, 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


Ix THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


RE-EXCISION OF THE KNEE-JOINT, WHERE THE PRIMARY 
OPERATION WAS UNFAVOURABLE ; SUCCESSFUL 
RESULT. 


(Under the care of Mr. Ferousson. ) 


A REFERENCE to the first and second memoirs of Mr. Butcher 
on “‘ Excision of the Knee-joint” will show that of the large 
number of cases therein tabulated, in seven it became requisite 
to resort to amputation, at periods varying from the ninth day 
to the eighth month, according to the cireumstances which 
required this measure, which are fully considered by the 
author, In all these instances the patients were under treat- — 
ment from the time that the excision was first performed up to 
the period of the secondary operation of amputation. Of the 
many other cases which have occurred since the appearance of 
these memoirs, amputation has been found necessary in a few; 
but so far as we can learn from all the sources of information 


by | within our reach, in not a single instance has it ever been 


found necessary to submit a patient to a re-excision.* An ex> 
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material, and were to be embedded in a consolidated and 
intensely indurated exudation of a similar description. This 
; Feb, 18th.—Feels much refreshed, but still great irritability of the biceps 
of stomach, everything but beef-tea, slowly administered, bein he semi-mem- 
at once rejected; pain in the stump less than yesterday, inl were divided, 
| with @ view to ascertain the part they played in the false an- 
chylosis, Great force was now exerted by Dr. Dusautoy and 
| myself to straighten the joint; but our efforts were unattended 
| with the smallest possible amount of success. We next divided 
| the long inner head of the gastrocnemius, when the joint was 
instantly and without the slightest difficulty restored to its 
ordinary condition of mobility, The internal structures enter- 
and the patient has taken with appetite four cups of beef-tea | ing into the formation of the joint were free from traces of 
and four ounces of sherry. Stump very comfortable. disease, 
20th.—Slept till 9 a.m. this morning without interruption ; 
feels greatly refreshed ; tongue clean; appetite good; took an 
egg and three slices of toast for breakfast, and three cups of | 
beef-tea during the day; four ounces of sherry and two ounces | 
of brandy. S 
observed. Uj 
hours’ duration. 
2ist.—At two p.m. the dressings were carefully removed, | 
posed, discharge was plentiful, ave thy 
colour and consistency ; - = half of the flaps bad united | 
by the first intention. The ligatures were undisturbed, and | 
covered by a cushion of healthy tissue. Woman 
roved in general health and appearance. = 
patient was able to use her crutches and take | xaitaest alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quam plurimas et morboram et 
Bzamination of the amputated the | De Sed, e¢ Caus. lib. 14, Proemium, 
, the was covered with super- 
The only part that had 
was the upper anterior and inner part of the 
was obtained sufficient of 
BEE form an exceedingly angular 
of the of ui mobility. 
The ankle-joint, which was enormously enl , induced us 
to it'was the seat of true anchylosis, On exa- 
ents of the thigh and leg, the skin and 
issue were found to be in a very advanced stage of 
hypertrophy ; and in some parts of the tegumentary structures 
the anterior and posterior part of the leg, particularly around 
the ankle-joint, the disease was observed to exist from one to | 
two inches in depth, On making incisions into the skin, thus | 
| 
mity, an ose en ng in e formation 0 fan oO 
the had long ceased’ to perform their respective functions; 
in a state of fatty degeneration. ankle-joint, in whi 
né motion could be ob:ained, was enormously enlarged 
normal condition of the stractures| thet-of dinarily made useofte- 
of the impaired mobility of the extra-articular anchylosis. a second time, which is obviously incorrect. 
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ceptional case, however, has lately occurred in the above hos- 

ey gre it is the first time that*the operation of excision 

been performed twice on the same joint, we would parti- 
— invite ee te to the details of the case. 

patient, a had unde the first operation at 

an Infirmary in the north of En ostunaatell & nae 


presented the appear- 

i indly furnished us 

8. Matthews, late house surgeon to the hospi 
that the patient would have been submitted to 


has proved a failure—namely, amputation. Never- 
careful examination of the limb, and a consideration 
mestances of the case, Mr. Fergusson believed that 
reasonable probability of a re-excision proving 
likely to save a useful. limb. Accordingly this 
ice, and it-has been followed by very gratify- 

he re-excision was effected on November 17th, 
the patient left the hospital on the 25th April, with 
limb several inches shorter than its fellow, but in every 
way. likely to prove a valuable member with a properly con 
structed boot. 


tion is an operation rarely performed at King’s Col- 
lege pital; the preference is given to excision wh 
E © whenever 


Whilst we write we believe there are about twelve | the 


cases in the wards, in which the latter measure has been re- 
sorted to, and the majority of these in the knee. Many of the 
patients were sent up to have their limbs amputated. They 
are now all recovering with useful limbs. Two or three weeks 


back, a bip, a knee, and an elbow joint were excised on a 
single afternoon from different patients. Experience has now 
amply proved that where care and attention are bestowed 


from 


to be 
i t disease, which justifies the adoption of no 
of amputation. 


to some extent behind the condyle of the oh agg At 

part of the knee there is a sinus, above which there is 
ulcer, of the size of a florin, which is evidently the end of the 
femur, covered by a thin layer of unhealthy-looking granu- 
lations, There are also several fistulous i 


usual resource, employed by most surgeons when the | side. 
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the ot just removed. This also was now removed, the 
ends of the bones brought into apposition, the wound closed 
with sutures, and the limb upon an excision-splint. 
There was some little constitutional disturbance for the first 
two days after the operation, which however quickly subsided 
as soon as the wound was dressed and the discharge had obtained 
free exit. From that time forth she progressed as favourably 


as possible. 
— 12th.—A small abscess was opened on the outer side of 
nee. 
15th.—A little pi of which had was 
picked out of the 
Jan. 17th, 1861.—The wound has quite healed. A ‘little 
matter still oczes from one or two small openings on either 


Feb. 6th. —The excision-splint was to-day replaced by one of 
gutta-percha. 

19th. —One or two very small fragments of bone have come 
away during the last day or two. She has got up daily for 
some fortnight past, and about p>: bd at 

April 25th. —Since the report steadily 
health is almost robust. One or two 
ings still remain on either side of the knee, from which a 
serum sometimes exudes. The left leg is five inches shorter 
than the right; bat she reaches the easily by pointing 
the toes down. The union is very firm, there being scarcely 
any perceptible movement at the knee. She continues to wear 
the gutta-percha splint; but she can walk -half the length of 

ward without the support of either splint or crutches. The 

limb is perfectly straight, displacement oks been 
by pads under the head of tibia and over the. end 
of the femur. 


The patient was diseharged at the end of the month. 


ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 
HYSTERIA MASKING SECONDARY SYPHILIS. 
(Under the care of Mr. Covisoy.) 


Every surgeon is cognizant of the Protean metamorphoses of 
hysteria, and although even experienced practitioners may at 
first omit to note the hysterical element in a case where the 
symptoms of other dispases are accurately simulated by it, no 
hysterical affection may assume. There are cases, however, 
in which the hysterical tendency is evinced less by the simula- 
tion of disease which does not exist, than by the exaggeration 


> of symptoms cf some affection which has an actual existence. 


And generally, perhaps, it may be said that hysteria once dis- 
covered, the indications for treating the patient from this point 
of view only, are so we evident and pressing, thet 
they may mask the morbid condition which is at the reot of 
the disease. The opposite line of treatment is, however, often 
more rapidly and oo The disorder 
which the hysteria builds, to which it is su ded, 

i then, as in a case lately care of Mr. 
Coulson, at this hospital, a strictly scientific cure is attained 
by striking at the foundation. 

This patient, a ng woman aged twenty, when admitted, 
complained of sti of the elbow-joint, which was retained 
in a position midway between flexion and extension, but could 
neither be flexed nor extended, There was a history of a blew 
on the elbow some three months previously, but without apply- 
ing the test of anwsthetization by chloroform, Mr. Coulson was 
able to conclude that there was no organic local cause for this 
affection, and that it was mainly of (omar origin. Farther 
inquiries, however, into the history of symptoms showed a sus- 
picious condition of the throat, and some tenderness and nodular 
roughness along the shin bones. 
cative of a secondary taint. Mr. Coulson ordered e grains 
of iodide of potassium in an ounce of infusion of quassia three 
times a day, and two grains each of blue pill and Dover's 
powder at night. The secondary symptoms yielded to this 
treatment, and the hysterical affection disappeared simul- 
taneously. The patient was discharged at the end of three 
weeks, having the free use of her arm, and feeling no pain in it. 

DIAGNOSIS OF A PSOAS ABSCESS, 

A favourite subject of most surgical lecturers is the diagnosis 
of heramia from all the manifold affections with which it may 
be or has been confounded, in exceptional instances. In a case 


to | _ to for her home; and although the parts 
around the knee were in an unfavourable condition, yet she | 
was able to walk across the room with support, resting with the | 
foot on the ground, 
She came 
n and the limbs (especially 
the k motion, a good recovery 
follows. We have heard it remarked that by-and-bye an am- 
putation of the arm for disease of the elbow-joint will become an 
unorthodox measure on the part of the surgeon. ‘The loss of an 
arm is a serious matter, more so than of a leg ; and as long as 
the bloodvessels and nerves are sound, with integument enough | 
left to cover them, excision of the affected parte should first be 
performed, even in apparently hopeless cases; and should the 
result afterwards seem doubtful, then, and then only, ought | 
amputation 
course 
BS cams seventeen, a servant; lives in Yorkshire 
health.” Nine years ago she sustained 
severe twist of the left knee-joint ; swelling came on, | 
Thame much aggravated after violent mani- 
pulation of the limb by an irregular practitioner, and leeches | 
and blisters were applied to the joint. She subsequently be- | 
came confined to bed; but there was never any external | 
wound. In December, 1859, she went into an infirmary in | 
2 the north of England, where the knee was excised. The ope- | 
ration relieved her of very much of the pain which she had up | ! 
to that time been suffering, and she gained strength. She was | 
discharged, and went home with the wound stil! unclosed, and | 
several sinuous openings discharging around the knee. She has | 
been able, however, to put the foot to the ground, and with | 
support to walk across the room. On admission (under the | 
care of Mr. Fergusson, Oct. 4th, 1860), there was a partial dis- | 
joint still discharging. The limb was placed on a gutta-percha 
splint, and kept y at rest. Tonics were given, and 
disposition whatever to up. Mr. Fergusson accordingly 
decided again to excise the joint. 
Nov. 17th, 1860.—The patient having had chloroform ad- 
across the knee, through the uleer before alluded to, and dis- 
secting the tissues up, found the lower end of the femur pro- 
See in front of the tibia. He next sawed off a 
of about an inch in thickness, from the end of the femar. . 
“The upper end of the tibia was then seen to be lying behind 
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lately under Mr, Coulson’s care, at the above hospital, a woman 
aged thirty-five had been previously examined for a small 
swelling about as large as a walnut, which had arisen suddenly, 
and was accompanied by pain in the back. She conceived the 
idea that it was a hernial protrusion, and this opinion appeared 
to have been strengthened in the mind of the surgeon who exa- 
mined her by the = of returning the small tumour, 
which, however, forthwith Fag geo The swelling continued 
to increase, and the pain in the back became more severe. 
When she was examined by Mr, Coulson, he obtained the signs 
and history of a psoas abscess, The tumour continued to in- 
crease, occupying ultimately a ition immediately above 
Poupart’s ligament, and bounded above by the crest of the 
ilium. It extended to within about an inch and a half of the 
linea alba. Mr. Coulson opened this abscess, and gave exit to 
a large quantity of pus streaked with blood. During the fol- 
lowing tt t the abscess discharged very freely, and the 
tient complained of feeling weak. In addition to constitu- 
mal tonic treatment, she was ordered to use an injection of 
six grains of alum to the ounce of water, with which the cavity 
of the abscess should be syringed. The discharge gradually 
diminished in quantity, the pain was removed, and the patient 
fe panes stren At the end of three weeks the discharge 
ceased, and she left the hospital convalescent, a happier 
issue than commonly occurs in cases of this kind. 


ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 

FRACTURE OF THE PATELLA IN A PREGNANT WOMAN; 
UNION BY THE SIXTH WEEK ; MISCARRIAGE IN THE 
EIGHTH WEEK ; AND DEATH FROM AN ATTACK 
OF TYPHOID FEVER. 


(Under the care of Mr. Taos. H. EY.) 


For the notes of the following case we are indebted to Mr. 
John D. Hill, house-surgeon to the hospital. It shows an un- 
fortunate complication of maladies, which in the end proved 
fatal, although the patient was doing well up to nine days 
before death. 


Emma F—, twenty-six, admitted Jan. 24th, 1861, 


aged 
with transverse fracture of the right patella and considerable 
displacement of the upper fragment. Twenty-four hours after 


admission ents were well adapted, and retained in 


cured by the operation resorted to, and the fourth died. In 
the last, strangulation had been — for four days, and the 
sac was opened. The sac was in the second, but 
not in the first and third. 

Case 1.—S. S——, aged seventy-four, admitted under the 
care of Mr. De Morgan and Mr. Nunn on the evening of 
March 2nd. She had been vomiting for two days. There is 
a hernial tumour in the femoral fossa, neither very large, tense, 
nor tender. Manipulation failing to reduce the swelling, even 
after the administration of chloroform, Mr. Nunn made a 
vertical incision of an inch and a half to two inches over the 
inner side of the femoral ring. The tissues being very thin, 
the sac was quickly arrived at. The division of Hey’s and 
Gimbernat’s ligaments, which ye to form the constrict- 
ing tissues, only was effected. This sufficed to allow the con- 
tents of the sac to be returned into the abdominal cavity. The 
wound in the a was closed at its upper two-thirds 
by a couple of silver- wire sutures. The ordinary water- 
dressing and bandage being applied, at half-past eight the 
patient was placed in her bed, and one grain of opium was 
given to her. After this she slept a little. At half-past eleven 
she felt generally relieved, and had not vomited since the 
operation, but was thirsty, and had a dry tongue. To have a 
teaspoonful of brandy in water to the extent of one ounce, and 
the opium to be repeated if necessary. 

On the following day there was some tenderness of the belly, 
and the stomach rejected food. Mr. De Morgan prescribed 
some calomel and opium with good effect. The next day the 
bowels acted, the wound looked healthy, and the tongue 


became moist at the edges. Her from this time was 
ttifactory, and abe was dincharged cured on the 23rd of 
arch, 


CasE 2.—Jane D——, aged forty-six, admitted March 5th. 
Vomiting had persisted during twenty-six hours. The bowels 
had not acted since the occurrence of the vomiting. There 
was a hernial tumour in the groin, apparently divided into two 
portions by a constriction ; the outer one was situated in the 
usual position of a femoral hernia, and of the ordinary shape 
—that is, it was rounded or globular; the inner one extended 
apparently from the external abdominal ring inwards and 
downwards to the labium, being fusiform, its pointed end 
towards the labium. Persevering taxis was employed in the 
hot bath. Mr. Rex, the house-surgeon, found that 
pressure on either tumour caused an increase in the size 
tension of the other. This caused a modification of Mr. Nunn’s 


position by means of a straight splint placed at the back of 
the limb, extending from the middle of the thigh to the calf of 
the leg, into which were inserted two hooks to form points of 
extension and counter-extension. The patient progressed 
satisfactorily up to the sixth week, although of delicate con- 
stitution and four months advanced in pregnancy. The splint 
‘was removed in the sixth week, and the medium of connexion 
appeared firm and unyielding; the line of union could hardly 
be detected. limb was then placed upon a gutta percha 
back splint to favour consolidation of the new tissue and pre- 
vent movement of the joint. In the seventh week she was 
attacked with fever of a typhoid character, followed by pneu- 
monia. On the eighth day of the fever she paras: og and 
she died on the ninth day, During the delirium she threw 
herself about a great deal, and it was with difficulty that she 
‘was restrained ; she removed the splint, and several times bent 

patella given way quite an inch twenty-eight hours 
before death. os 


Necropsy.—In the cavity of the arachnoid and in the sub- 
arachnoid space there was great effusion. The vessels on the 
surface of the brain were congested, and the ventricles were 
full of fluid. The entire right lung was consolidated, except- 
ing at the apex. Peyer’s glands at the lower part of the ileum 
were ulcerated. Seven or eight ulcers, varying in size, of irre- 
gular shape and dark colour, with thickening and vascularity 
of the surrounding mucous membrane, were seen. The new 
tissue connecting the fractured ends of the patella was suppu- 
rating. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 
FOUR CASES OF FEMORAL HERNIA, OPERATED ON BY A 
SINGLE VERTICAL INCISION OVER THE NECK 
OF THE SAC. 
(Under the care of Mr. Nuww.) 
In these cases the ages of the patients were, seventy-four, 
forty-six, forty, and sixty-two years. The first three were 


diagnosis, which previously was that the upper and inner tu- 
mour was a Spdeenie of the round ligament, the patient hav- 
ing stated that there had been for some time past a swelling in 
the labium. In this case also a vertical incision was made over 
the inner side of the femoral ring, about three inches in length. 
This exposed, after division of a thin layer of fatty cellular 
tissue, what appeared to be a semitransparent cyst, which by 
slight dissection with the handle of the scalpel was disen 

from its bed in the labium. The shape of the cyst corres ed 
with that of the original external tumour, and extending along 
its inner border were some small digital pouches. On attempt- 
ing to isolate the cyst, it burst, and a mee | of clean, straw- 
coloured fluid escaped. The aperture formed by the rent was 
enlarged to the extent of an inch or two, and on looking into 
this infundibulum, the intestine could be seen, Beyond en- 
largement of the rent in the attenuated peritoneal infundibulum, 
the sac was not interfered with, gentle manipulation sufficing 
to liberate the erm: the original bed of the eystiform 

Some suppuration t igi e i 
appendix followed, which delayed the healing of the wound ; 
other than this no cause of anxiety occurred. 

i from hospital, cml, April 5th. 

Case 3.—R. F——, aged forty, admitted December 10th 
with a small strangnlated femoral hernia. The limited ver- 
tical incision over the inner side of the hernia was practised by 
Mr. Nunn, and on division of a few fibres of Gimbernat’s liga- 
ment only, the sac being left intact, the hernia was instantly 
reduced. The patient presented at no period subsequent to 
the operation any constitutional symptoms; the external 
wound healed by first intention, and she was di 


cured, on Dec. 27th. 

4.—D. L——, laundress, sixty-two, admitted 
Jan, 9th, 1860. She had been the subject of reducible femoral 
hernia of the right side during two years. Four days before 
admission she was suddenly seized with violent pain in the 
abdomen, and cially in the right iliac region, severe head- 
ache, nausea, and flatulent gripings. She was seen = medi- 
cal practitioner, who prescribed purgativer. The of 
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the hernial tumour was kept concealed by the patient from 
that gentleman until about twelve hours before admission, by 
whom it was examined, and it was believed reduced. The 


taxis having failed to make any alteration in its condition, the 
patient was brought to the hospital. She was in a state of 
great exhaustion; face pale and expression anxious; skin 
cold and sweating profusely; respiration rather laboured ; 
pais 104, weak and wiry; tongue thinly furred, rather dry ; 

els not moved within forty-eight hours; vomiting per- 
sistent ; severe dragging pain from umbilicus to the right 
femoral region. The tumour had a diameter of from two to 
two inches and a half; it was without the tense dome peculiar 
to ordinary femoral hernizw ; the femoral artery could be traced 
with unusual distinctness along its outer margin. 

Some wine having been given, which was however imme- 
diately vomited, a vertical incision was made over the inner 
side of the tumour; dissection, chiefly with the tip of the finger, 
reached the neck of the sac, but no rigid stricture could be dis- 
covered. All tissues liable to retard the return of the contents 
of the sac having been divided, and the endeavour to empty the 
sac proving fruitless, the sac itself was laid open, there 
was discovered a solid mass, of the size and shape of half a 
walnut, having a small cyst just below the surface, and alto- 
gether closely resembling an ovary. By tracing the connexion 
of this mass into the cavity of the abdomen, the finger was 
guided upwards towards the lower margin of the omentum, 
and not into the pelvic cavity ; and, moreover, several other 
nodules were appended to the band of communication. No 
strangulated or thy intestine was found within the sac. 
Whatever intestine might have been within the sac had pro- 
bably been returned before admission to the hospital. The 
omental mass was returned into the abdomen, and the wound 
was closed with iron-wire suture. There remained, notwith- 
standing, after the closure of the wound, a slight fulness at a 
point corres ing to the outer border of the original hernial 

\ patient being removed to bed, had two grains 
of opium, and was ordered an ounce of brandy every two 
hours. Incessant retching and vomiting continued during the 
night, and at noon death took place. 

autopsy, twenty-six hours after death, revealed a ma- 
pyar (2) and cystic degeneration of an epiplocele. indications 

intense peritonitis, malignant disease of the left kidney, 
prolapsus of the bladder, great thickening of the walls of the 
vagina, and a small uterus, with enormously dilated os and 
cervix. The cavity in the femoral fossa, in which, previous to 
the operation, lay the hernial sac, two diverticula— 
on the outer and in its lower wall, each con- 

ining a cyst. cysts a mtly belonged original! 
to the epiplocele, but had The 
one on the outer side formed the swelling which was observed 
to remain after the epiplocele itself had been reduced. 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


EPILEPSY ENDING FATALLY BY COMA; DISCOVERY OF A 
SCROFULOUS TUBERCLE IN THE CEREBELLUM. 
(Under the care of Dr. Wiiisutre. ) 

Tue following curious case will be found of considerable in- 
terest. The patient was admitted with symptoms somewhat 
resembling concussion of the brain; the pupils were, however, 
dilated, and the penis was found in a state of erection. There 
was a history of epilepsy and an early affection of the head. 
The boy died comatose, and at the autopsy there was found 
effusion into the arachnoid, and a scrofulous tubercle of the size 
of a nut in the cerebellum. The latter at once afforded a solu- 
tion to the nature of the malady from which he had long suf- 
fered, and no doubt it was the cause of the fits. The brief 
account of the case is from the notes of Mr. Charles J. Myers, 
clinical clerk. 

G——.,, a boy ten years, was admitted in a comatose 
state on April 23rd, under Mr. Canton’s care, and transferred 
to Dr. Willshire the following day. It appeared that from an 
early period he had complained of his head and been subject to 
fits. present attack commenced a little more than a week 
before admission, when his condition was as follows :—He could 
not be roused from the state of stupor in which he lay, bein 
unconscious of external impressions ; once, interrogation somal 


each ear, and the bowels to be 
castor-oil enema. 


titute of their natural brightness; the breathing was laboured. 
On lifting the bedclothes the penis was seen to be in a state of 
semi-erection. 
swelling having, however, reappeared in the evening, and the | side. 


The arms on being raised fell powerless by his 


The head was ordered to be shaved, a blister placed behind 
opened by a turpentine and 


April 24th. —Died at eight o’clock this morning, 
25th.—A -mortem examination gave the following re- 


sults :—The calvaria and dura mater being removed, serous 


sion was seen. The convolutions were closely pressed together, 
and the brain substance was unusually consistent. There was no 
abnormal quantity of fluid in the lateral ventricles, The pos- 
terior part of each middle cerebral lobe was superficially soft- 
ened. On taking hold of the right lobe of the cerebellum, a 
central circumscribed induration was perceptible, and on section 
a hard, well-defined, scrofulous tubercle, of the size of a filbert, 
was disclosed. No further examination of the body was made, 
in accordance with the wishes of the boy’s father. 


eviews and Aotices of Books, 


Hore Subsecive. By Joux Brows, M.D., F.R.S E. A Second 
Series. Edinburgh: Edmonston and Douglas. 
TxovsH not so strictly professional as the first volume of 
**Hore Subsecive,” this book will be welcomed by the pro- 
fession as the production of one of the most learned and able 
writers amongst its members, It contains, with other articles, 
criticisms and essays on Vaughan’s Poems, Dr. Chalmers, 
The Natural History of the Creation of a Highland Terrier, 
and a Letter to Dr. John Cairns, These display the infinite 
humour, fancy, and profound learning of the author. The twe 
papers more immediately interesting to the medical reader are 
those entitled ‘‘ Dr. George Wilson,” and ‘‘ Presence of Mind 
and Happy Guessing.” We can only characterize the first as 
a skilfal and masterly mental photograph. He compares and 
contrasts with nice discrimination and infinite delicacy of touch 
the mental attributes of Edward Forbes, Samuel Brown, and 
George Wilson, three of the most remarkable men of the present 
epoch. We cannot refrain from transferring to our pages the 

following striking passages :— 

‘Edward Forbes, who bulks largest at present, and de- 
servedly, for largeness was of his essence, was the observer 

roper. He saw everything under the broad and seare 

ight of day, white and uncoloured, and with an Staonal 
eye. What he was after were the real appearances of things; 
phenomena as such ; all that seems to be, .His was the search 
after what is, over the great field of the world. He was in the 
best sense a natural historian, an observer and recorder of what 
is seen and of what goes on, and not less of what has been seen 
and what has gone on, in this wonderful historic earth of 
with all its fulness. He was keen, exact, i ano 
and steady in his gaze as Nature herself. He was, thus far, 
kindred to Aristotle. to Pliny, Linonwus, Cuvier, and Humboldt, 
though the great German, and the greater Stagirite, had higher 
and deeper spiritual insights than Edward Forbes ever gave 
signs of. It is worth remembering that Dr. George Wilson was, 
up to his death, engaged in preparing his Memoir and Remains 
for the press. Who will now take up the tale’? k , 

“Samuel Brown was, so to speak, at the opposite pole— 
rapid, impatient, fearless, full of passion and imaginative power 
—desiring to divine the essences rather than the appearances 
of things-—in search of the what chiefly in order to question it, 
make it give up at whatever cost the secret of its why; his fiery, 
projective, subtle spirit, could not linger in the outer fields of 
mere observation, though he had a quite rare faculty for seeing 
as well as for looking, which latter act, however, he greatly 
preferred ; but he pushed into the heart and inner life of every 
question, eager to evoke from it the very secret of itself. Forbes, 
as we have said, wandered at will, and with a settled purpose 
and a fine hunting scent, at his leisure, and free and almost in- 
different, over the ample fields, happy and joyous, and full of 
work, unencumbered with theory or with wings, for he cared 
not to fly. Samuel Brown, whose wings were, perbaps, some- 
times too much for him, more ambitious, more of a solitary tara, 
was for ever climbing the Mount Sinais and Pisgahs of science 


to rouse him for a moment, but he immediately returned to his 


to speak with Him whose haunt they were,—climbing there al 
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ell er condition, pupils were dilated, and the eyes des- | 
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alone and in the dark, and with much peril, if haply he might 
descry the break of day and the promised land; or, to vary the 
figure, diving into deep and not undangerous wells, that he 
might the better see the stars at noon, and ibly find Her 
who is said to lurk there. He had more of Pinto, though he 
wanted the symmetry and persistent grandeur of the son of 
Ariston. He was, perhaps, like his own favourite Kepler; such 
@ man, in a word, as we have not seen since Sir Hum Davy, 
in many things he curiously resembled, and not the least 
is this, that the prose of each was more poetical than the verse. 
His fate bas been a mournful and a strange one; but he knew 
and encountered it with a full knowledge of what it entailed. 
periled everything on his theory; and if this hypothesis— 
it may be somewhat prematurely uttered to the world, and the 
full-working out of whieh, by rigid scientific realization, was 
@enied him by years of intense and incapacitating suffering, 
ending only in death, but the ‘ relevancy’ of which, to use the 
happy expression of Dr. Chalmers, we hold him to have proved, 
and in giving a glimpse of which, he showed, we firmly believe, 
what has been called that ‘instinctive which the healthy 
imagination takes of possible truth,’—if his theory of the unity 
of matter, and the consequent transmutability of the now-called 
elementary bodies, were substantiated in the lower, but essen- 
tial, platform of actual experiment, this, along with his original 
doctrine of atoms and their forces, would change the entire 
face of chemistry, and make a Cosmos where now there is end- 
less conglomeration and confasion,—would, in a word, do for 
the science of the molecular constitution of matter and its laws 
of action and reaction at imsensible distances, what Newton’s 
doctrine of gravitation has done for the celestial dynamics. For, 
let it be remembered, that the highest speculation and proof in 
thisdepartment- by such men as Dumas, Faraday, and William 
Thomson, and others—points in this direction; it does ne more 
aa yet, perhaps, than point, but some of us may live to see 
‘#esurgam’ inecribed over Samuel Brown’s untimely grave, 
and applied with gratitude and honour to him whose eyes closed 
in darkness on the one great object of his life, and the hopes of 
f Sher, ~~ pable 
ery di rom either, th worthy of, and ca 
@: relishing much that was greatest and best in both, was 
m we all loved and mourn, and who, this day week, was 
carried by such a multitude of mourners to that grave which 
to his eye had been open and ready for years. George Wilson 
was born in Edinburgh in 1818. His father, Mr. Archibald 
Wilson, was a wine merchant, and died sixteen years ago; his 
mother, Janet Aitken, still lives to mourn and to remember 
him, and she will agree with us that.it is sweeter to remember 
im than have converse with the rest. Anyone who has had 
the privilege to know him, and to enjoy his bright and rich and 
beautiful mind, will not need to go Ghee 
that her son George got all of that genius and worth and de- 
lightfulness which is transmissible. She verifies what is so often 
and so truly said of the mothers of remarkable men. She was 
his first and best Alma Mater, and, in a senses, his 
cor her influence over him continued through life. George 
atwin brother, who died in early life; and we cannot help re- 
ferring to his being one of twins, something of that wonderful 
of attaching himself, and being personally loved, which 
‘was one of his strongest, as it was one of his most winnin 
=. He was always fond of books, and of fun, the play 
mind. He left the High School at fifteen, and took to 
medicine; but he soon si out chemistry, and, under the 
late Kenneth Kemp, and our own distinguished professor of 
materia medica, himself a first-class chemist, he acquired such 
. knowledge as to become assistant in the laboratory of Dr. 
Themas Graham, now Master of the Mint, and then Professor 
of Chemistry in University College. So he came out of a 
thorough and school, and the best of masters. He 
then took the degree of M.D., and became a Lecturer in Che- 
mistry in what is now called the Extra-Academical School of 
Medicine, but which in our day was satisfied with the title of 
ivate lecturers. He became at once a t favourite, and, 
tea his health and strength enabled han hee would have been 
dong a most successful and popular teacher; but general feeble 
th, and a disease in the ankle-joint, requiring partial am- 
of the foot, and reeurrent attacks of a serious kind in 


ppiest of all motives, can make a man endure, achieve, and 
enjoy. 

The article on ‘‘ Presence of Mind” should be read by every 
medical practitioner, whether physician or surgeon. Nothing 
can be more striking or more important than the lesson which 
it inculeates. The ‘‘happy guess” is shown never to be mere 
‘luck, but always to be the exemplification of some talent. 
The article abounds in apposite anecdotes. Amongst them is 
the following 

“T once saw a ¢ surgeon, after settling a particular 
rapes teed ife-and-death operation, as a settles 
is order of battle. He began his work, and at the second cut 
altered the entire conduct of the operation. ‘No one not in the 
secret could have told ‘this: not a moment's pause, not a quiver 
of the face, not a look of doubt. This is the same master 
in man which makes the difference between Sir John 
and Sir John Cope.” 

We know not whether this refers to Robert Listen, but 
that 1t dees is more than probable. His presence of mind, his 
‘* happy guessing,” offered evident proof of the correctness of 
Dr. John Brown's remarks. Even the great Sir Astley Cooper 
never turned mistakes into triumphs with more adroitness.and 
coolness than Robert Liston. More than one report of cases 
recorded in this journal show that without that presence of 
mind which every surgeon should possess, and which Liston 
exhibited in so remarkable a degree, many would have termi- 
nated in any but a successful manner. 

Amongst the foremost names of these who have combined 
literature with medicine, amd have thus shed an imperishable 
lustre upon our profession, will be found that of Dr. Jcha 
Brown. 


If we have felt any regret in the perusal of the volume 


he under notice, it must be ascribed to the fact that little of a 


really i nature is contained init. But this regret is 
softened by the reflection that the leisure hours of a physician 
have been devoted to the literary elevation of a calling which 
confers so many benefits upon humanity. 


Lectures on the Diagnosis and Treatment of the Principal Loeai 
Forms of Paralysis of the Lower Extremities. By C. EB. 
Brown-Stquarp, M.D., F.R.S., F.R.C.P.Lond., &. pp. 
118. Lendon: Williams and Norgate. 

Tue substance of these pages, in a condensed form, con- 
stituted part of a Course of Lectures on va ious subjects, deli- 
vered in April and May, 1859, to classes of professors, prac- 
titioners, and medical students, in the Universities of Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, and Dublin. In the present publication will be found 
a good exposition of the practical applications of some of Dr. 
Brown-Séquard’s physiological theories, We have, in the first 
place, laid before us, the proofs of the existence of “reflex 
paraplegia,” after which the diagnosis and treatment of ‘the 
affection are considered. An inquiry into paraplegia due to 
myelitis, meningitis, and simple congestion foilows, and the 
fourth and concluding Lecture is occupied by a review of ‘the 
symptoms and treatment of various forms of the disease dueto 
white softening, hemorrhage, tumours, &c. To the general 
profession we may recommend the present Lectures, as 
more easily mastered problems. of the relations of the a 
physiological teachings, as regards their cui bono in practical 
medicine, than perhaps can be met with in his other writings. 


i made his life of public teaching one long and sad | learned 


‘trial, How nobly, how sweetly, how cheerily he bore all these 

baffling years; how his bright, active, ardent, unsparing 

lorded i+ over his frail but willing body, making it do more 
than seemed ible, and, as it were, by sheer force of will, 
ordering it to live longer than was in it to do, those who lived 
with him and witnessed this triumph of spirit over matter, will 
not soon forget. It was a lesson to every one, of what true 


industry and great literary i most authentic 


| 
Tre “Rott or tae or Prvsicrans.” — The 
Librarian of the College, Dr. Munk, has just isened 
Work that will be referred to with permanent itterest and in- 
struction, The “Roll of the College” comprises a short bio- 
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A MATTER intimately connected with the management of 
lunatic asylums.and the treatment of the insane has, within the 
last few days, been under the consideration of the House of 
Commons. It is impossible for us, as public journalists, to 
ignore the facts that are now, unhappily, so patent to everyone, 
or to allow the important principle involved to pass without 
proper eritical consideration. We need scarcely inform our 
readers that we allude to the discussien which took place in 
the House of Commons on the 13th instant, on the motion of 
Mr. Roxzevuck for a ‘‘Select Committee of the House to consider 
the: vote of Mr. Srewarz, M.P. for Cambridge.” The. facts 
of the case are as follows:—Mr. Srewarr was suffering from 
nervousness, the effect of damaged bodily health, brought 
on by sleepless: nights caused by overmanxiety about family 
affairs. Appreciating the importance of early treatment, 
and recognizing the value of prompt remedies, he consulted 
Dr. Forses Winstow on the 6th inst. Mr. Stewart's mind 
at. this time showed none of the ordinary symptoms. of in- 
sanity. He had no delusions or hallucinations, neither was 
there any reason for supposing that his intellect was in the 
slightest degree impaired. His condition was that of great 
nervous dread, having a morbid fear of the possibility of doing 
mischief to one of his family. He expressed a desire to place 
himself under Dr. Wuvsiew’s. care, and a willingness to go 
into his private asylum at Hammersmith. Dr, WixsLow in- 
formed him that he could not receive him into his asylum unless 
he, in conformity with the statute, was certified by two qua- 
lified medical practitioners to be a fit subject for such restraint. 
Mr. Srewarr felt no repugnance to this step, and having 
visited two medical gentlemen, obtained the necessary certi- 
ficates, and on the 6th instant he was formally admitted as a 
patient into Sussex House Asylum. Dr. Winstow, and Mr. 
Bartierr the resident medical superintendent, immediately 
ascertained that there was little or nothing seriously the matter 
with Mr. Srewart, when separated from his family, and he 
was at once placed on his parole, with the understanding that he 
was. to be home (in the Asylum) at certain hours, and never to 
sleep out of the house. Mr. Stewart was permitted to walk 
out of the Asylum as he pleased without being accompanied by 
an attendant. He came to London alone, visited his friends, 
transacted matters of business, and kept up a correspondence 
with the agent of his property, and otherwise conducted him- 
self aw a sane and rational man. From the moment of his 
entering the Asylum to the day of his leaving it, he was never 
subjected to. any degree of control or supervision. It was 
known to be unnecessary. This liberal treatment of a nervous, 
not an insane patient, accompanied by medical measures, soon 
dissipated all symptoms of ill-health, and in less than ten days 
Mr. Srewaanr felt himself quite well, and able to take sare of 
himself and his affairs, and attend with comfort to his Parlia- 
mentary duties. Such, clearly, was the condition of his mental 


came to London to see Dr. Wivstow. He spoke earnestly of 
his desire to attend the House of Commons. During this 
interview Dr. Wuxstow urged him to abandon the idea, and 
begged him to consider the consequences to his own social 
position of going to the House of Commons whilst a certificated 
patient in the Asylum, and also advised him as to the danger 
to his own health; not that Dr. Wixstow considered him 
mentally unfit to go to the House of Commons and take part 
in. the discussion, but he felt it was expedient for many reasons 
to dissuade him from going. Dr. Winstow even suggested, 
with this view, the possibility of an attack of paralysis or 
apoplexy if he exposed himself prematurely to the excitement 
incidental to a severe political conflict. Mr. Srewart re- 
turned to Hammersmith, having, as Dr. Wivstow thouglit, 
entirely abandoned the idea of going to the House. It ap- 
pears, however, that late in the evening he recurred to the 
subject, and expressed to Mr. Barr.ert in the strongest terms 
his determination to go to the House of Commons. That gen- 
tleman, desirous of carrying into effect Dr. WixsLow’s wishes, 
urged him to abandon the idea. Mr. Srewanrr then said, “T 
“‘came into this house. voluntarily; I am here of my own 
‘accord. Tam _ said. to be well, in full possession of my intel- 
“lect; and by what authority am I now to be detained? I 
‘*am a. member of the Honse of Commons, and have a riglit to 
“go down to that House to exercise my Parliamentary privi* 
“*leges, and nothing but physical force shall prevent my 
“*going.” Mr. Banrierr felt some difficulty in answering 
these assertions, and, finding nothing but coercive measures 
would detain him, yielded to the pressure of the circumstances, 
and permitted him to go unattended to the House of Commons, 
He there met a number of his friends, who have since strongly 
expressed, during the debate on the evening of the 13th, their 
opinion, as the result of their conversations with him, that he 
was at that time in the entire possession of his intellect. 
After voting, Mr. Srewart returned as he left unattended to 
the Asylum. 

Such briefly are the facts of this singular case. Mr. Rox- 
BUCK’s motion for a select committee was, as our readers are 
aware, unanimously rejected by the House of Commons, and Dr, 
Forses WinsLow was exonerated from all blame in the matter, 

Many important questions connected with the treatment of 
the insane arise out of this little parliamentary and psycho- 
logical episode. Our readers must bear in mind that Mr. 
STEWART was not insane in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term. He had nervous irritability, and morbid apprehension 
that he might do some mischief to others) How many thou- 
sands are there who suffer from similar symptoms, who are at 
large, and whose intellectual sanity is not for a moment ques- 
tioned! Like a wise man, anxious to arrest mischief that 
might have commenced in his mind, he consulted a physi- 
cian, and volantarily placed himself under his medical 
care, Dr. Wrxstow soon detected that Mr. SrewarT was 
not insane, and without hesitation permitted him to reside in 
the establishment in the character of a guest, and not as a 
patient, No attendant. was placed with him, night or day; 
and he was permitted free ingress and egress. Under this 
judiciously kind treatment all the distressing nervous symptoms 
speedily vanished. Supposing Dr. Wuxsiow had pursued the 
opposite mode of treatment, and had instructed a keeper to 
be always at the heels of Mr. Srewarr and never to take 


health, as deposed: to on cath. 


his eyes from him, what would have been the result? The 
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malady, which was originally nervous, would, in all probability, 
have become mental in its character; and the disorder, instead 
of being rapidly cured (in less than ten days), might, by harsh, 
cruel, rigorous, and unenlightened treatment, have become 
chronic and incurable! Such, we are confident, is often the 
result of the old and exploded mode of treating insanity. 

Whilst expressing this opinion, we cannot but deplore that 
Mr, Srewart did not act on Dr, Wuiystow’s kind and 
judicious advice; for we deeply regret that this painful 
matter should have been so unnecessarily dragged before 
the public, both on Mr. Srewarr’s as well as on Dr. 
Winstow’s account. In carrying out the modern, humane, 
and liberal treatment of the insane, considerable risk and 
great anxiety must at all times be incurred by those who 
are immediately in association with deranged patients ; but it 
would be grievous indeed if any public inconvenience which 
might occur once in a century from a patient so treated should, 
from any interference from authorized persons, drive those who 
have the care of the insane back to the former barbarous means 
of close restraint and irritating supervision. Great allowance 
should be made for the physician, who, influenced by the kindest 
and most humane considerations, permits his patients great 
liberty and indulgence ; and even if a sane, but undischarged, 
patient occasionally makes his way to the Opposition benches 
of the House of Lords or Commons, we are satisfied that such 
evils had better be quietly submitted to than, by pursuing the 
opposite plan of procedure—viz., close restraint, drive tran- 
sient and curable cases of insanity into chronic and permanent 
conditions of lunacy and imbecility. Notwithstanding all 
that has occurred, we hope that Dr. Winstow and other psy- 
chological physicians acting under the influence of the same 
enlightened views, will not be discouraged, but pursue un- 
daunted and undismayed their philanthropic efforts to mitigate 
the sufferings of humanity. 

It deserves to be borne in mind, that the unfortunate and 
distressing publicity given to this case is entirely due to the 
stringency of the Lunacy Laws, which forbid a physician to 
receive into his asylum a patient afflicted with nervous symp- 
toms, even if quite distinct from insanity, unless he be certified 
to be insane. This stringency may be nevessary as a general 
precaution against abuse, but it can scarcely be expected that 
individual hardship and wrong should not occasionally arise. 


Tue question, ‘“‘ What is proof of live-birth?” possesses 
several important bearings in obstetric practice, as well as in 
Fortnsic Medicine. It is very desirable that obstetric prac- 
titioners should form a clear opinion upon the matter. The 
particular point raised in the case of Brock v. KELiock is 
exceedingly interesting. In discussing it, medical practitioners 
should, above all things, bear in mind, that their duty is to restrict 
themselves absolutely to the physiological aspect. With the 
legal interpretations they have nothing to do. In matters of 
this kind the Law must follow the teachings of Science, or 
take the entire responsibility of the inconsistencies and incon- 
veniences which are certain to ensue if those teachings be dis- 
regarded. The Law, for example, has declared that a child in 
utero is not alive until it has quickened, and thus pregnant 
women have been hanged. The Law has also declared, that a 
child cannot be murdered until it is wholly born, although it 
may have breathed and cried lustily. The fact that one foot, 


or even a portion of a foot, is still in the vagina, removes 
the victim from the protection of justice. But Medicine 
abhors and repudiates such absurdities and barbarities; and 
some day the Law will be compelled to revise its dogmas, and 
to reconcile them with Science. So with this question of live- 
birth. It is monstrous to assume that one particular vital act, 
such as breathing, is necessary to the legal recognition of life. 
Any one manifest physiological act must suffice. Breathing 
is, no doubt, a distinct and very obvious physiological act. 
But is it more so than the pulsation of the heart? The circu- 
lation of the blood does not go on in a dead body. It is sur- 
prising that the heart’s action should have been arbitrarily 
rejected as evidence by a physician. We should imagine that 
no one who had reflected upon the subject would be prepared to 
accept all the logical consequences of such a doctrine. We 
will suggest afew. If a child that has not breathed is to be 
held as dead : 

1. An enormous encouragement and impetus will be given 
to infanticide; for it would simply be necessary to strangle a 
child as the head emerged, in order to evade the charge of 
child-murder. 

2. Since many children do not breathe—at least visibly— 
for some minutes after entire birth, during that interval they 
may be mutilated or dealt with in any manner whatsoever 
with impunity. 

3. It favours a form of medical manslaughter; for in cases 
of arrest of the head in the pelvis it would often be absurd to 
deliver by the forceps in order to save a dead child. The 
doctrine would infallibly lead to the destruction of many chil- 
dren by craniotomy. 

4. The argument may even be extended to adults. How 
many persons have been taken out of the water apparently life- 
less, in whom respiration has been suspended for some minutes, 
and who have yet recovered! Were these persons dead whilst 
not breathing? or did the MarsHatt Haut or the SyivesTER 
Method, by restoring respiration, impart that which the 
Creator alone can give—a second birth? And is the case of 
the new-born child in its transition state from placental to 
aérial respiration in any physiological sense different from that 
of the adult in whom breathing is suspended by submersion ? 
Every obstetrist must be familiar with instances in which 
children have been born, like Samuet Jounson, apparently 
dead, who did not breathe for perhaps half an hour or more, 
and who yet have recovered and lived. Are we to admit that 
such children are dead for that half-hour and alive the next? 
We all live under the thraldom of logic, and are compelled to 
conclude that, since it is not given to man to breathe new life 
into a corpse, these children were alive all the while. The 
scintillula was not extinct—it kept the heart beating; in that 
beating we have proof of continuoas life. 

In daily practice, the obstetrist is called upon to consider 
this question. It very unfortunately happens that a different 
and lesser charge is made for the burial of a still-born child, 
than for one which has died after birth: hence, a great induce- 
ment amongst the poor to declare that a child, dying perhaps 
after one gasp, was still-born. Numberless cases there are of 
this kind, in which life is so short, and often even doubtful, 
that it may seem almost excusable to return them as instances 
of still-birth, And this circumstance has been used as appli- 
cable to the argument before us, Must we refuse to give a certifi- 
cate of still-birth in every case where the child has not breathed, 


| 


tT RRB Bil 


Tue Laycer,]) 


TETANUS AND STRYCHNIA. 


(May 15, 1861. 489 


and in which only a pulsation was felt? Before answering this 
question, we will ask if there would be any difficulty in declaring 
that the child was born alive if the burial-fees and other acci- 
dental considerations were alike? These considerations are 
clearly beside the question. One respiration, one heart-beat, 
is as clear evidence of life as twenty, or any greater number. 
We cannot therefore bend medical doctrines from their true 
meaning, and ignore absolute facts, to suit the enactments of 
the law or the tariffs of undertakers. Nor must it be forgotten 
that he who signs a certificate of still-birth simply on the evi- 
dence of non-respiration, runs imminent risk of committing a 
most grievous error. We have known such certificates to be 
written by medical men before leaving the lying-in rooms; and 
ere the practitioners have reached their homes, the children have 
breathed and recovered. Again, the obstetrist may leave the 
lying-in room soon after delivery, thinking the child still-born. 
Next day he gives the certificate. But the child may, for 
aught he knows, have breathed after he left it, and have been 
foully destroyed. Thus, by neglecting the laws of physiology 
and of prudence, he may be made the tool of murderers and the 
screen of infamy. 

We trust that henceforth the doctrine affirmed by Vice- 
Chancellor Stcart, on the testimony of Mr. Freeman and 
Dr. TyLer Smrru,—that pulsation of the heart is evidence of 
live-birth,—will prevail amongst medical practitioners, and be 
acted upon in all its logical consequences. 


Ovr attention has been drawn to an inquest held at Bury 
on Thursday, the 2nd inst. The leading facts of the case are 
as follows, A young lady in her eighteenth year, after par- 
taking of tea, went on Wednesday, in company with a female 
companion, to attend a lecture at the Athenwum of the town 
mentioned, Before the lecture had commenced, and in about 
ten minutes after she had left home, she was taken suddenly 
ill, screaming out and “shaking very much.” She was re- 
moved by some gentlemen from the hall into an adjoining 
room, and a medical practitioner sent for. The lady was found 
by the latter, upon his arrival shortly afterwards, lying upon the 
floor in a state of tetanic spasm; “ her arms were bent in, with 
her head thrown back and her back arched.” Some brandy was 
given to her, which she swallowed. Upon this the rigidity of 
the muscles somewhat relaxed, but in a short space of time 
the spasms returned. In about three minutes from this a 
violent attack supervened, which to the patient proved fatal. 
Not more than ten minutes elapsed from the time she was first 
seen by Mr. Krunen to the period of her death. All that the 
latter could tell the jury upon the inquest was that ‘‘ she died 
** from tetanus, but as to the cause of the tetanus in this case I 
‘am not able to say; I can come to no opinion at all further 
**than this, that she died from tetanus.” Mr. Kinyer, it is 
clear, was not provided with any data which would have war- 
ranted him in stating anything more than he did. Yet, as the 
Coroner also very properly observed, ‘‘ that comes to nothing 
at all; the tetanus must be caused by something;” and sug- 
gested to the jury an adjournment, so as to give Mr. Kinyer 
an opportunity for making a post-mortem examination. But the 
jury preferred cross-examining Mr. KiLNgr, who gave amongst 
other the following evidence :— 

‘* The symptoms of poisoning by strychnine would not be so 
sudden as they appear to have been in this case, unless it had 


been taken in a very large dose. ...... 

anything positive, my own opinion is that some mischief of 
the brain or of the spinal cord was the cause of death. I wish 
to state that I am not in a position to say that this was the 
cause of death. ...... I saw no signs that she had taken poison 
besides the symptoms, and in my own mind I don’t think she 
did die from poison. ...... If you ask the cause of death, I say 
it is impossible to tell without a post-mortem examination. If 
you ask my opinion whether the deceased died by the visitation 
of God or whether she died from other causes, I should say 
that she died by the visitation of God. ...... That is my opinion; 
remember, I do not swear to it. 

“* The Coroner. —You think, Mr, Kilner, that she died by the 
visitation of God?—Yes; you place me in this position, If I 
ask for a post-mortem examination, it must be upon the sus- 
picion that something was not right; but that is not my 
suspicion at all, although it would be much more satisfactory 
to me to have one,” 

After some further inconclusive evidence, the jury at once 
returned a verdict of ‘‘ Died from Natural Causes.” 

Now it is very probable that Miss Carnotive Hutu did die 
from some disease of the nervous centres which gave rise to 
tetaniform convulsions; but there are one or two facts which 
we may mention as worthy of consideration, and which, in 
our opinion, should have caused the jury to hesitate before re- 
turning a verdict not based upon the results of more extended 

In the first place, it was given in evidence at the inquest 
that the deceased lived as companion to her aunt, who had 
stated that the former had not been lately so attentive as she 
used to be, and her aunt had told her that she should write to 
her father about it. ‘On the Wednesday evening she had 
‘* written a letter to her father to tell him how she was going 
“‘on; but it was not sent.” 

Secondly. The deceased had partaken of tea shortly before 
ging to the Atheneum, and in which it was possible of course 
to put anything for the purpose of taking it. 

Thirdly. The symptoms of poisoning by strychnia have been 
known to come on in a young female suddenly, and in twenty 
minutes after three quarters of a grain of the drug had been 
taken, and in from five to ten minutes in an adult female after 
three grains of strychnia had been swallowed in liquid; death 
in both instances ensuing in little more than an hour after the 
poison entered the stomach. 

Fourthly. Miss Hitt had not received any injury, nor had 
she any wound, nor had anything been the matter with her 
except ‘‘ inflammation of the eyes, which got well at once.” 

Fifthly. We do not know that Miss Hiit was aware that the 
letter which had been written on the evening upon which she 
died, complaining to her father about her, was not intended to 
be, or had not been, sent; assuming such letter to have been 
written before she left home for the Atheneum. 

Bearing in mind these circumstances, then, along with the 
details of the symptoms of the attack as given upon the in- 
quest, we say that it is quite within the range of possibility 
that the deceased might have taken too much to heart the 
gentle reproaches of a kind relative, have swallowed strychnia 
in her tea, and have succumbed to its effects at her visit to the 
evening lecture. At any rate we think that, considering the 
peculiarities of the case, there should have been a post-mortem 
examination of the deceased’s body. 
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Ture are few who have had much to do with our Medical 
Schools but must have often deplored the want of such 
initiatory professional knowledge upon the part of the student 
as would at once permit of him reaping practical benefit from 
his various teachers directly he enters the October course. It 
has been recently and very properly observed, that the 
autumnal alumni, upon first joining the Medical Schools, with 
little or no systematic knowledge of professional matters, but 
possessing only general ideas ‘‘ picked up” during an appren- 
ticeship, often merely nominal, are utterly bewildered by the 
multiplicity of new subjects which they are suddenly called 
upon to give attention to. The consequence is, that the first 
Session is taken up by little more than rushing from lecture 
to lecture, from ward to dissecting-room, and from dissecting- 
room to laboratory, without a proper understanding of what is 
to be sought for, or what ought to be more especially learned 
in each, ever being attained. The next Session is necessarily 
commenced with a feeling of disadvantage and difficulty, and 
too often becomes, we regret to say, a period only of idleness 
and remitted exertion, which it would not be had the subjects 
taught during the former one been properly understood, appre- 
ciated, and digested. To meet this difficulty, it has been pro- 
posed by the well-known tutors of medical students, the Drs. 
Power, to institute a sort_of initiatory Medical College, in 
which young men from fifteen to eighteen years of age, who 
have previously acquired the usual rudiments of general edu- 
cation, shall be enabled, by the aid of proper masters, to work 
systematically at the subjects necessary for the various matricu- 
lation and preliminary examinations, and at the same time shall 
receive certain instruction in the principles of medicine and 
its collateral sciences. By passing through such training, the 
student will be enabled to enter the Schools so well in- 
formed. upon general principles as to be able immediately to 
avail himself of those opportunities which are now so constantly 
lost to him. Elaborate lectures and clinical practice, which 
speak in an almost unknown tongue to the junior student, may 
then be attended with such benefit as he now in vain expects. 
In. fact he will by this means know what to look for before 
he: goes to look for it. We most cordially give our support 
to.this.new endeavour, and trust that such guardians of youth 
as intend to bring up their protégé: to the profession of 
medicine will reflect upon the many advantages which such an 
initiatory medical training must have in preparing them to 
make the best use of the special objects of study that will come 
before them in a medical school, We hope to hear of the 
institution being established forthwith, so that it may com- 
Mence its important duties concurrently with the opening of 
our next Medical Session. 

Tae Ulster Medical Protective Association is, we are glad 
to find, upon the alert to put down illegal practice. At the 
Belfast Police-court Rosert JouNsTon appeared the other day 
toanswer the charge of the Secretary to the Association, that 
he, tke said Rozert Jonyston, was falsely pretending to be 
and practising as a surgeon, he being not a registered practi- 
tioner. The following card was tendered :— 

R. Jonnsrox, 
Surgeon-Accoucheur, &c.; 117, Durham-street. 
Particular attention given to the Diseases of Women and 

Children,” 


| And, said Mr. Macman, 


“We submit that this. person keeps a shop in Durham- 
Street, and that that shop is an apothecary’s shop; that he has 
been addressed by the witnesses here as Doctor, and answered 
to that name; that the deceased was in childbirth, and that 
the card taken by Eliza Hamilton to him was the identical 
card presented afterwards to Dr. Corry.” 

What the “ particular attention” alluded to upon the card 
happened to be, the following evidence will sufficiently testify :— 

**T told him how my sister was, and he said if she got worse 
to come back to him. He afterwards attended upon my sister. 
to my sister and attended her on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
When he came on Tuesday he told us'togive her oil. He after- 
wards sent us to Dr. Corry’s for pills. He wrote down ona 
paper (which he gave me) the sort of pills to get. My sister 
died shortly after her conjinement.” 

**Eliza Hamilton was recalled, and, in reply to questions 
put to her by Mr. Lyons (the magistrate), stated, with much 
reluctance, that she was in the room when her sister was con- 
fined, and that while there the defendant said to her that 
something was wrong with her sister, and that he would be 
obliged to use means to remedy it, which he accordingly did 
in her presence.” 

No witnesses having been examined for the defence, Mr. 
Lyons postponed judgment in the case for three months, in 
order to afford the defendant an opportunity of qualifying him- 
self; and if in the meam time he.should be convicted of prac- 
tising as a surgeon, he would fine him in the full sum of £20 
for every such offence. 


Medical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 


THE TURKISH BATH FOR THE INSANE. 
Tue universal fitness of the Turkish bath for the habitual 


by the use of a Turkish bath, will emphasize t 
which so many less grave accidents have 
of 


stated whether the other customary modes of treatment were 
simultaneously employed, and the discharge of 10 patients out 
of 124 in five months is not, we imagine, very unusual in well- 
condueted: asylums in which the Turkish bath is not employed, 
Dr. Power is, however, led by his observation in this establish- 
ment to form a very decided opinion of its utility. Indeed, he 
goes so far as to say that he considers it to possess some power 
of compensating for the absence of pure air and exercise—an 
opinion in which we by no means concur. In discussing the 
theory of the effects of the Turkish bath in cases of insanity, he 


use of the sound in mind and body has been strongly and rea- 
sonably doubted by physicians who have experienced or who 
have seen its occasionally serious ill effects. The report pub- 
lished in our last number of a death immediately induced 
cautions 
to sug- 
to the 
| treatment of disease deserve, however, the careful study of 
those who may possess fitting opportunities. Much interest 
attaches to the report lately furnished by Dr. Power, resi- 
dent physician of the Cork District Lunatic Asylum, in the 
working of Turkish baths in the asylum. He describes the 
| experiment of its introduction as having been eminently success- 
| ful. Since the opening of the bath in January last, 124 patients 
| have been submitted to its action; out of these, 10 have been 
| discharged cured, while 52 are improved and improving; 60 
This experience will, of course, need to be corrected and tested 
| by that of other physicians. It may probably be incorrect to 
| evedit the-bath with the whole of these results, since it isnot — 
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manifested by the insane are well acquainted with the peculiar 
odour emanating from their persons, and most probably ex- 
baled from the skin, its minute glands and follicles. This, he 
argues, must arise from an unhealthy state of the blood, which 
must exercise a deleterious influence on the system generally, 
and on the organs connected with operations of the mind in 
particular; and any means which effect the removal of the 
vitiated humours and other secretions must henefit the dis- 
ordered intellect, and probably cure the diseased and tainted 
system, where other means have failed. He has found that 
active and even violent exercise, powerful sudorifics, and hot 
baths have failed in correcting this unhealthy action of the 
skin and its glands. This is a new and important application 
of the bath. It is to be feared that the sanguine opinions of 
Dr. Power will not be fully confirmed ; but additional observa- 
tions will be looked for with interest. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR (86i. 

‘Te Surgical Instrument Committee of the Society of Arts 
appointed last year for the purpose of drawing up a list of in- 
straments and apparatus employed in the investigation or 
treatment of disease, have aecomplished the greatest part of 
their somewhat tedious and difficult task. The number and 
complexity of the apparatus and instruments now at the com- 
mand of the physician and surgeon are surprising. Their name 

; and in analyzing, classifying, and completely cata- 
loguing oar modern ermamenta, will cunder a 
veritable service to the profession. 

The difficulties of concise classification arise not less out of 
the great number and diversity of the instruments than the in- 
genuity required to indicate separately a great variety of in- 
struments resembling each other in many respects, and each 
having nevertheless certain peculiar uses. The sub-committee 
for general surgery laid down a general rule, that no proper 
names should be associated with instruments presenting mere 
differences of mechanical details, but only in the case of their 
representing a new or improved principle. This rule it has 
been found very difficult to observe strictly ; for the reporter, 
Mr. J. R. Traer, has found it almost impossible to convey the 
idea of an instrument apart from the name ordinarily connected 
with it, except by means of a sketch or minute description, 
neither of which is admissible in a skeleton catalogue. He 
remarks also, that the practical utility of a catalogue, as a 
means of reference in testing the value of any future improve- 
ment or invention, would be almost annihilated if it did not 
possess more detail than would result from the mere mention 
of the principles involved in the construction and application 
of any given instrument. 

The list is not yet completed ; but when fully revised it will 
constitute a valuable aid to the surgeon and physician, who 
will see at once by reference to it what mechanical resources 
‘his science already possesses for the treatment of any given 
disease; and will not only find frequent help from the devices 
described, but will sometimes be saved from wasting i i 


ingenuity 
in the construction of supposed novelties, in which he has, in 
fact, been anticipated by others, 


‘SIR CHARLES BELL. 

Ir is a source of lasting honour and national pride to us as 
Englishmen that the great discoveries which have unravelled 
the secrets of the circulation, and given to us the key where- 
with to unlock the mysteries of the nervous system, are due to 
English physiologists, ‘No other country can boast of four 
such names in physiological science as Harvey, Bell, Marshall 
‘Hall, and John Hunter. It is of great consequence to us, and 
of much interest, that the exact course and product of ‘the 


labours of these great men should be fully chronicled by those 
who have had personal facilities for entering into the spirit of 
their work, and appreciating through the favour of personal 
intimacies the universal character of their lives. Prof. Owen 
has lately rendered us this valuable service in regard to 
John Hunter, by rescuing from oblivion and sympathetically 
illustrating a large instalment of Hunter’s manuscripts. Mr. 
Alexander Shaw* has also taken an opportunity afforded by 
the republication of Sir Charles Bell's favourite work to give 
to the world a more succinct, clear, and philosophical exposi- 
tion of his celebrated discoveries in the nervous system than 
any which bas yet appeared, This is a timely and an able 
tribute to the labours of one of our greatest physiologi 
Whoever reads this account will very clearly see that to Sir 
Charles Bell physiology is indebted for the discovery of the 
true principle of investigating the real functions of the nervous 
system ; that to him the honour is exclusively due of having 
demonstrated for the first time that the nerve of motion is 
distinct fom the nerve of sensation, and that when a nerve 
apparently simple possesses both it is a sign it is 
really compound, and consists of fibrils derived from distinct 
divisions of the brain or spinal cord. Mr. Shaw traces with a 
distinctness and richness of illustration which have not before 
been shown the steps by which Sir Charles Bell was led to 
distinguish the respiratory system of nerves from what he 
named as the original system of nerves; and he has added a 
fresh link to the chain of evidence by which that distinction 
was supported in connecting it with the modern doctrine 
whieh has proved the gradual differentiation of the respiratory 
system in the ascending grades of the animal kingdom—a 
differentiation which is co-ordinate with that of the nervous 
fabric. Sir Charles Bell saw the truth in its highest and most 
complicated relations; it is not the less interesting to ses his 
conclusions illustrated and supported by an argument (rawn 
from comparative anatomy, and by a series of facts which 
apply to the lowest as to the highest vertebrate animals. We 
are glad to learn that a memoir of Marshall Hall is approaching 
publication. Every Englishman will rejoice to see that the 
labours of these illustrious men are recorded in an instructive 
and darable form. Such a history bears a high moral teaching, 
and must stimulate the spirit of scientific inquiry in this 
country. 


SANITARY CONDITION OF CARDIFF. 


From the Eighth Annual Report on the Sanitary State of 
Cardiff, by the officer of health for the town (Mr. fl. J. Paine, 
M.R.C.S.), it appears that the rate of its mortality is favour- 
able as compared with that of previous years, and even as 
compared with the mortality ruling in many other towns 
during the year 1850. According to the reports of the Re- 
gistrar-General for that year, the average rate of mortality in 
125 districts and 23 sub-districts, comprising the chief towns, 
was 22°57 per thousand. In the remaining districts and sub- 
districts, consisting chiefly of small tewns.and country parishes, 
‘the death-rate was 19°67. The average death-rate of the whole 

was 21°13. In Cardiff, the estimated population being 

35,000, and the deaths registered 662, the rate of mortality 
was 18-91 per thousand. Mr. Simon, in bis Report om the 
Sanitary State of the Kingdem, remarks: ‘‘ Those places 
where infants are most apt to die, are necessarily the places 
where the survivors are most apt to be sickly.” It is therefore 
highly satisfactory to find that, even in this respect, the rela- 
tive rate of mortality under five years of age to the total deaths 
at Cardiff was only 41 per cent., while in the previous year it 
‘was 47 per cent. ; although in the Metropolis it was 43 per cent. 
Much remains to be done to improve the health of the inhabi- 
tants; but the striking amelioration effected by sanitary works 
in this formerly unbealthy city deserves to be especially noted. 
An Account of Str Chartes Belt Discoveries in the Nervous System, By 
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MEDICAL FEES AT CAMBRIDGE. 


Tue Syndicate appointed by grace of the Senate March 7th, 
1861, to consider what Professorship should receive an addi- 
tional stipend, what should be the amount of such addition in 
each case, and what would be the conditions under which it 
should be granted, have issued a report to the Senate, from 
which we extract the following section, interesting to medical 
undergraduates :— 

“They recommend that the fee of £7 which has hitherto 
been paid by all candidates for the of M.B. on keeping 
their Act to the Regius Professor of Physic be discontinued ; 
that a fee of £3 3s. be paid to the Professor by each student 
when his name is sent in for the first examination for the M. B. 
degree, and that a fee not exceeding £3 3s. be paid by every 
student who attends one or more courses of the Professor's 
lectures; and that, in lieu of the fee of £11 1ls. heretofore 
mew to the Professor by candidates for the degree of M.D. on 

eeping their Act, a fee of £10 10s, be paid at that time to 
the Professor. 

* As compensation for the loss which would result to the 
Regius Professor of Physic by the adoption of these rules, the 
Syndicate recommend that the sum of £50 per annum be paid 
to the Professor from the University chest.’ 


POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 


Ar a public meeting of the Metropolitan Poor-law Medical 
Officers, held May 10th, 1861, at the rooms of the Royal Medical 
Benevolent College, 37, Soho-square, it was unanimously re- 
solved to adopt as the embodiment of their collective opinions, 
the following statement (here condensed) submitted to them 

their committee. It was also further resolved, that all the 
nion Medical Officers should, through the several weekly 


medical journals, be solicited to forward, within the course of 


one week, to the honorary secretary, Dr. Robert Fowler, 145, 
Bishopsgate-street Without, E.0., any facts within their re- 
spective experience bearing on the suggestions of such state- 
ment, with a view to the said facts being laid as evidence 
before the Parliamentary Poor-law Committee :— 

**The Committee of the Metropolitan Poor-law Medical 
Officers, having maturely considered the subject of Poor-law 
Medical Relief, in so far as it affects the position of the medical 
officers and the interests of the sick poor, are of opinion that 
the present system of administration of medical relief requires 
amendment. 

“They submit the following suggestions as indicating the 
defects of the system, and the means for remedying the same; 
and recommend that evidence of as comprehensive a nature as 
possible be solicited from the Poor-law medical officers, having 
reference to such suggestions, which evidence may be ultimately 
submitted to the Parliamentary Poor-law Committee :— 


** Suggestion A.—As regards the Sick Poor. 

**]. That it is a source of injury to the poor, and a false 
economy to the ratepayers, for Poor-law guardians to make 
a a ruling guide in their election of medical officers, 

“2. That, in order to insure to the sick poor the full benefit 
of medical aid, the appointment of the Poor-law officer should 
be, in all cases, made permanent. 

** 3. That, for the same object, the medical officer of a dis- 
trict should have the power, in common with the medical officer 
of a workhouse, of otecing, in writing, whatever necessary 
diet or clothing he may think required for any pauper under 
his care, and it should be the duty of the relieving officer 
to obey such order. 

“*4. That in some rural districts the distance between the 
poor and the relieving officer, or between the relieving officer 
and the medical officer, is too great, thereby causing a 

er 


to travel an unnecessarily long distance for medical aid. 
remedies for this are two—viz., 1, either to extend the 
of giving orders to other ial officials besides the relievin 
officer; 2, or by arranging that the relieving officer shall live, 
whenever such is practicable, within one of the residence 
of the medical officer. 
B.—As regards the Medical Officer. 
**]. In common fairness to the medical officer, his appoint- 


ment should be made, in all cases, permanent. 
«2. That the present system of remuneration of the medical 


g | ti and ually the -like condition of the body 
tinged, gradually the corpse 


officer is without any uniformity, equality, 
principle; some officers being paid by a fix yon pes extras, 
some by a fixed salary without extras, and a number by 
the case; but the great majority are paid by a fixed salary, 
which usually bears no relative ion to the amount of 
work performed. That the mode of payment by a fixed 
salary admits of the infliction of a great injustice on the medical 
officer, by the indiscriminate issue of orders which takes place, 
**3. That in the great majority of instances the remunera- 


cer is 
rm 
“4. That the only just and equitable mede of payment is 
by a certain th 
mendation of the Poor-law Commissioners in their Minute 
dated June 6th, 1839. 

5. That, at a minimum computation, no less 
2s, 6d. per case in the m lis, and than 5s, in 
vinces, can compensate the medical officer for his services, 

‘*6. That the medical officer of a workhouse should be paid 
to the same extent, both with reference to salary and to vac- 


cination fees and other extras, as the district medical officer. 
**7. That the list of ‘operations and services,’ detailed in 

Art. 117 of the General Consolidated Order, requires 

tion. 


ex 
minimum remuneration which the 
titled to a superannuation allowance. 


members of the civil service, 

going suggestions recom! i it is highly n 

that the powers of the Poor-law 


Correspondence. 
“ Audi alteram parter.” 


“WHAT IS PROOF OF LIVE-BIRTH ?” 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. . 


Srr,—In reference to the remarks on this subject in 
number of the Ilth inst., p. 469, on the decision of Vi 
Chancellor Sir J. Stuart, in the case of Brock v. Kellock, 
select two instances from my note-book, which, if th 
affect the theoretical distinctions attempted to be 
tween physiological and legal life, have at least a 
bearing on the subj 

On the l4th of July, 1849, Mrs. F——, the mother of a 
numerous family, gave birth to a female child, at the end, as 
she believed, of Le debinen weeks ; and appearances 
corroborated her opinion, Some time after the sup) 
child was placed aside, my attention was called to it in conse- 
quence of some convulsive movements observed by the 
ants; and subsequently, for more than half an hour, the heart 
evidently pulsated, pen convulsive action of the body continued 
to be distinctly observable. The action of the heart was evi- 
dent to the eye by the pulsation it communicated to the chest, 
as well as to the hand over the cardiac region. 

On Oct. 25th, 1852, I was called to see Mrs. D——. Before 
my arrival the membranes had given way, and I found her 
pe ho rapidly progressing with a breech tation. The 
funis ceased to pulsate rather more than eight minutes before I 
could extricate the head. The child, when born, was perfectly 

like, and the limbs flaccid. It was placed in a hot bath, 
and I perseveringly inflated the lungs, through the nostrils, for — 
full twenty minutes before any sign of change occurred ; after 
which time the lips slightly coloured, then a feeble sigh was 
noticed; soon afterwards the lips and face were more evidently 


gave way, and ultimately respiration was establi The 
inflation of the lungs was steadily continued for more than 
three quarters of an hour before this was effected. 

I shall not enter on any nice distinctions required by the 
laws of inheritance as to the kind of evidence necessary at 
birth to prove a child being alive or dead, but merely ats 
two opposite conclusions at which we might have in 
reference to the cases here given, 


and important duties performed by them, the discomfort and 

eS re difficulty and the great personal risk of life to which the per- 

m—together with the 
ow seck—are fairly en- 

a , in common with the 


Fel 
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' time, and found him seffering from an attack of unmistakable 


the heart, that ab gee necessarily existed, though too 
to by the senses; but then, in ordinary 
we must be guided by the senses, and judge of a child’s 


the second, the pulsation of the fanis ceased between eight 
and ten minutes before the head was born, and no signs of arte- 
rialization were evident for full twenty minutes after it was 
born, and respiration was not i until three quarters 
hour after birth. 

In this case, if the artificial respiration had been discontinued 
end of forty minutes, the child would have been re- 
hundreds undoubtedly are,—and Dr. 

Lee would have been complacently satisfied with a cer- 
tificate to that effect ; but it was continued five minutes longer, 
and the child breathed. Dr. Lee says that “‘ respiration is 
necessary to establish the fact of live-birth.” 80, it is 
clearly not necessary to the existence of life; and this child, 
now alive and well, was dead in law, if not in fact, for nearly 
one hour after it was born, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
West Lodge, Frome, May, 1861, James Hurp, L.R.C.P. Edin. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sim,—If a child is born, but neither moves nor breathes, and 


shows no other sign of life except ‘‘a slight pulsation at the 
cord” (funis), pane I to consider such a child to be born alive, 
and write a certificate accordingly ? 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Rozerr Lez, M.D. 


THE RECENT EPIDEMIC AT HARROW. 
To the Editor of Tae Laycet. 


Srr,—Should you deem the following account of an epidemic 
which has lately broken up the School at Harrow of sufficien 
interest, may we beg you to give it insertion in an early num- 
ber of your journal. 

The first case which came under our notice, and from which 
we date the origin of the epidemic, was a boy aged twelve. A 
week after bis return to we saw our patient for the first 


scarlet fever, with its characteristic rash well developed, and 
with ulcerated throat. After an illness of unusual severity 
and of somewhat malignant type, attended with almost un- 
broken delirium during thirty-six hours, and with other symp- 
toms of disordered sensorium, he slowly recovered, but not 
before two of his attendants had imbibed the poison, which 
developed itself as true scarlet fever in the one, and as ulcer- 
ated throat, with fever, but without any eruption, in the other. 
This case was followed by twelve other examples of genuine 
scarlet fever, occurring at various intervals during the progress 
of the epidemic. In some of these the disease ran a severe, 
and in one, where the patient was a weakly and delicate boy, 
a fatal course. But in the remainder (which amounted to 
upwards of a hundred cases) the malady assumed a very ano- 
decline by symptoms of great variety and irregularity. 
Onset.—In several, febrile more or 
, lassitude, and slight sore-throat ushered in the com- 
plaint ; in others, a feeling of giddiness, slight headache, nausea, 
and in two or three cases actual syn marked the com- 
mencement of the affection; while in a ird and much larger 
class the eruption was preceded by no premonitory symptoms, 
but developed itself while its vi was in the enjoyment of 
pees hy health, the remark of a companion, “* How 
your is!” being often the first intimation of its pre- 
sence, 
in its cutaneous aspect, less varied than its modes of 
onset. In some few the eruption presented a great resemblance 
to that of measles, and an experience of it limited to these 
instances would have unhesitatingly said that it was rubeola; 
but these were the exceptions. Between this extreme and the 
genuine cases of scarlet fever mentioned above there existed 
several varieties—slight indeed, and almost inappreciable in 
individual cases, but which, shading off one into the other, 
formed, when viewed in reference to the whole, connecting 


consisted of numerous patches of aggregated, scarcely raised 
points, of a reddish hue, seattered over the face, trunk, and 
extremities, with interspaces of healthy skin, the affection 
appears to have through a second phase, in which slight 
redness occupied the intervals between the spots, to a third 
form, in which the patchy appearance was lost in a general 
and diffused redness, and finally merged into the genuine 
let fever eruption. 
‘ourse.—Amongst the cases distingui by a true scarlet- 
fever rash, some ran their course with, some without, fever; 
in afew, fever and ulcerated throat were ceveloped without any 
eruption; while the irregular forms were attended for the most 
part by no febrile disturbance. re 
The duration of the anomalous rash was uncertain: in some 
cases it disappeared in twenty-four hours or sooner; but in 
most cases it continued four or five days, and then gradually 
faded. Frequently slight enlargement of the tonsils, and oc- 
casionally swelling of the cervical glands, accompanied the 
eruption ; a previous attack of scarlet fever secured no immu- 
nity from it; youth was especially susceptible of the poison, 
et a maturer age was by no means free from it ; its subsidence 
ft the subjects of its attacks weak and depressed, though its 
course was for the most part mild and unattended by any con- 
stitutional disturbance ; desquamation in the anomalous forms 
was the exception—it occurred, however, in several instances ; 
the period of incubation varied from eight to fourteen days; 
albuminuria was never discovered, is 
A careful consideration of these facts, with due attention to 
the features and character of the collective whole rather than 
to the peculiarities of individual cases, can leave little doubt, 
we think, that the affection was not roseola, as affirmed by 
some, nor rubeola, as asserted by others; but an anomalous 
and modified form of scarlet fever: and we may, in conclusion, 
press the consideration of the following points in confirmation 
of this view :— 

1. No case was known to have occurred until ten days after 
the return of the boy who suffered, as mentioned above, from 
undoubted searlet fever, and whose attendants were taken ill, 
one with the genuine fever, the other with scarlatina sine 
eruptione. p 

the whole course of the complaint, from time 

to time, and in various houses, cases of true scarlet fever 

PT Of these last, man could be traced to no other source 
than contact with an individual suffering from the anomalous 
rash; and, conversely, many irregular cases appeared to ori- 
ginate from the contagion of regular ones, The most remark- 
able instance of this was the case of two brothers and a sister. 
During the convalescence of the latter from uine scarlet 
fever, the younger brother became affected with an anomalous 
variety ; upon which it was ascertained, for the first time, that 
the elder brother had some weeks previously suffered from a 
similar rash, but, from feeling and seeming quite well, he had 
out, and no medical advice had been taken. 

4 eruption was attended by no or 
catarrh, the usual concomitants of measles; and developed 
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Harrow, May 1ith, 1861. to the Harrow School. 


MILITIA SURGEONS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


which the present Secretary for i 
every way he can, to lower and insult the medical men, both 
in the Army ana i*ilitia I need not allude to the recent 
circular which has caused so much indignation amongst the 
medical officers throughout the army. I wish to mention a 
similar instance, on the part of this Minister, whereby he en- 
deavours to lower the position of the Militia su 


links in the chain of an epidemic which clearly began as scarlet 
fever. Thus, commencing with cases in which the eruption 


eral of th iments are this year out for pre- 
“oe ae Gainies recruits; and a circular has been ad- 
dressed to the ing officers, informing them that cer- 


Tae Lancert,] THE RECENT EPIDEMIC AT HARROW.—MILITIA SURGEONS. Po 
In the first, 20 extraordinarily premature, the child was — . - 
born alive, and lived more than half an hour without respi- | 
ration, unless we assume a from the action of 
state by them. 
| itself, in two or three cases, in individuals who had suffe 
| from rubeola a few months previously. It is somewhat diffi- 
cult to believe that the system should be liable to infection by 
the same poison after so short an interval. 

5. In a few cases the irregular variety came out fully, butin ¢ 
the course of a day, or two days, passed into the genuine 
scarlet-fever rash. 

We are, Sir, yours obediently, 

Srm,—I would trespass but for a few lines to bring before 
the notice of the profession and the general public the way in 
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THUMB-SUCKING AS A CAUSE OF IDIOOY. 


[May 18, 1861. 


tain pay and allowances are to be granted to the adjutant, 
quartermaster, and the other officers who are called up for this 
preliminary training ; but the unfortunate surgeon finds him- 
self excluded from all participation in such pay, the circular 
informing him that he is, forsooth, to receive, not the lls. 4d. 
a day he is entitled to, but in lieu thereof the munificent 
sum of 3d. per head per week. Now, independent of the pecu- 
niary injury this inflicts upon the surgeon, I consider the ex- 
clusion of him from any rank or pay during this period is a 
deliberate insult. His duties are quite as laborious and his ser- 
vices as necessary as those of any of the other officers ; besides 
which, it is a direct violation, on the part of the Secretary of 
War, of the Militia Act, under which these trainings take 
Fe cdag it is there stated, that whenever a regiment, or part 

f, is called out for training or exercise, the officers so 
employed shall, in all res receive the same pay and 
allowances as in the Line, and enjoy the same rank, &c. &c. 
‘Now, the surgeon is clearly an officer, and if called on to 
render services during such period, he cannot legally be deprived 
of his usual training-pay and allowances. 

This is no solitary instance of the way in which (despite 
every remonstrance and positive promise on the part of the 
‘War Secretary to redress our grievances) Militia surgeons are 
treated—nay, actually cheated of their just and hard-earned 
emoluments; and the reply that has been given to them by 
one or two over-paid officials was, “‘ If you do not like how 
you are treated, why — we can get plenty to take 
your appointments, and submit to even scurvier treatment, the 
supply being just now in the profession greater than the de- 
mand.” My object in penning these few lines is to warn 
‘those about entering the public service to hesitate before they 
do so, the advice I would give them being similar to that given 
‘by Punch regarding marrying—‘‘ Don’t do anything 20 foolish.” 

Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
May, 1861. A Victimizep Surcxon. 


FRUITLESS SUCKING AND IDIOCY. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Sm,—lIn reading your report of Mr. Thos. Ballard’s 
‘read at the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society on the Ded 
ult., which is headed ‘‘ On a Previously Unobserved Prevent- 
‘able Cause of Idiocy, Imbecility, and the Allied Affections,” a 
few thoughts occurred to me, for which I shall be glad if you 
ean find s in your valuable journal. 

From t ing of the paper referred to, we are led to 
understand that the author has made a new discovery, which 
‘no one will doubt would have been a great boon to humanity. 
4 fear that his theory falls far short of the mark. He believes 
“‘ fruitless sucking”—i. e., sucking the thumb—*‘to be prin- 

y engaged in producing them.” If such were the case, 

a host of idiots and imbeciles would be found in this 
country! as the greater number of dry-nursed children are 
more or less addicted to this pernicious habit. Mr. Ballard 
‘takes sucking of the thumb to be the cause, and not the effect, 
of gastric and intestinal: ments. From my observation 
‘@f such cases, which has not been very limited, I maintain'that 
‘this habit is merely the efect of irritation in the alimentary 
canal, brought on by i foed or injadicions feeding. 
‘Food that is indigestible is either soon rejected by the stomach, 
vor, if retained, will by the pylorus unfit for assimilation. 
{t irritates the bowels and the intestinal glands, and produces 
diarrhea, the dejections being of a green eolour and exceed. 
ingly offensive. ‘The child looks pale and emaciated, its coun- 
tenance is di , with the lineaments of age, and its 
entire aspect is that of perfect wretchedness. Having a 
voracious appetite, it will eat constantly ; the food, however, 
is soon vomited, or it may pass by the bowels unchanged. 
But still the child will est again, as eagerly as ever, and if not 
fed, it will suck its thumb, er any.article of clothing. It is 
evident that the child takes to this habit by an instinctive 
act of satisfying h r, as it derives no benefit 

its food in this state; and, if mot relieved, it dies at last 
‘from ‘inanition, or it may linger, a spectacle of retarded de- 


vel 

‘The author of the paper merely proves this retained habit of 
“* fruitless sucking” to be the cause of deformity of the jaws, 
‘in ‘the same manner, I should suppose, as a child that cries 
‘much may have deformity of the vocal organs. He attributes 
this habit to three causes— 

“Ist, The mother’s breast when it does not yield as much 
as the infant requires, 

‘“Qndly. The ‘sugar teat,’ which is frequently placed in the 


child’s mouth by the nurse to keep it quiet. This is probably 
much practised on the Continent, where idiocy is very com- 


m 

‘*3rdly. The prevalent custom of feeding infants through arti- 
ficial rll which collapse under the re which is neces- 
sarily exercised upon them in the act of sucking.” 

I shall make a few remarks upon these three conclusions, 

1. I should consider it more in accordance with the physio- 
logy of digestion to say that the mother's milk is inadequate in 
quality or quantity for the nourishment of the infant ; hence 
the sympathetic act of sucking the thumb. 

2. Instead of ‘sugar teats” being the cause of idiocy:on the 
Continent, it would be more to attribute it to endemic 
dispositions, as that of cretinism and idincy in Switzerland. 

3. Rather than considering col: artificial teats as the 
cause of fruitless sucking, it would be more logical to say that 
it arises from the quality and quantity of food given through 
them, which primarily deranges the assimilative process, and 
brings on sympathetically this habit of relieving hunger. 

Your obedient servant, 
Rhayader, May, 1861. R. Ricuarpson, L.R.C.P. Ep. 


PALSY OF THE CILIARY MUSCLE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Smr,—In Tue Lancer of last week. p. 458, I observe a paper 
by Mr. Lawson, on * Palsy of the Ciliary Muscle,” with cases, 
in which relief was obtained by the employment of convex 
glasses, and a cure effected by rest of eyes, along with 

, cold sponging, iron, and quina. 

name of palsy of the ciliary muscle is new certainly ; but 
the phenomena so designated have long been noticed, as may 
be seen by referring (which Mr. Lawson does not do) to the 
writings of Ware,* James Hunter,+ and Mackenzie.t The 
pith of all that has been said on the subject (except Mr, Law- 
son’s new name for an old disease) seems to be contained in the 
following passage ‘rom Mackenzie :— 

** A loss of the power to adjust the eyes to the vision of near 
objeets, which is equivalent to yopia, sometimes suddenly 
occurs in subjects under the of forty, or even in children. 
T have seen this affection, in children, follow influenza in some 
cases, and in others inflammation of the tonsils, with consider- 
able febrile excitement. The patients could not read at.all at 
the usual distance, but held the book eighteen inches or more 
from the eyes, and saw better with convex glasses. In some 
instances Roe was a dimness even over remote objects, A 
complete cure was effected by leeches to the tem blisters 
behind the ears, and small doses of calomel followed by quinine. 
Dr, James Hunter relates a case in which a cure was effected 


by purgatives. 
“That this 


ii 

* This variety of 
so, is easily disting 
being constantly experienced till it yields to medical 


ja, if we may be allowed to call it 
i by the i 


treatment ; 
whereas the fits of ightedness in asthenopia occur only 
after the eyes for an appreciable time, 
pethaps for half an hour or and 
during a-short period uf rest subside of ves, The cases 
related by Mr. Ware, as occurring in young persons, seem to 
partake more of the character of asthenopia than of presbyopia,” 
aw, dir, yours, &e., 
May, 1861. A Sropexz. 
+ h Medica! and ins 
+ Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Eye, p. 923. London, 1854. 


Campatpor.—The Cambridge University Council of the 
Senate have had under their consideration the opinion of ‘the 
Board of Medical Studies, and reeommend—(1.) That a Doctor 
of Medicine be annually i a3 assessor to the 
Professer of ic when presiding in the schools at acts for 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and with him determine 
the merits of the exercises, and their sufficiency eo 
the eandidate for proceeding to that degree. (2.) e 
assessor be nominated by he Board of Medical Studies, and 
appointed by the Senate in txe Michaelmas Term. (3.) That 
he receive five guiness for each act from the University chest. 


; | affection, in children, was the result of the 
| feverish complaint by which it was preceded could scareely be 
and it seemed more result of 
ance of the nervous power, upon whi justing ap 
| of the eye depends for its activity, than of any immediate 
| change in the eyeball, such as might cause a shortening of its 
axis, or of any derangement in the curvatures or densities of 
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PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


M. Marsonnevve, to the success of whose operations for the 


excision I have 


this new modus operandi endows the practical branch of medi- 


cine. ‘* An operation such as that of the removal of the upper | 8 


or lower jaw-bone,” says the author, “ by the ordinary mode 
of procedure is a very formidable affair, entailing several inci- 
sions, the ligature of many arteries, and the exercise of consi- 
derable force and skill; whereas by the subperiosteal method 


too soon, unfortunately, to enjoy the gratification having 


of the chim of the. patient when under xamination, 
uses & placed on a table. 
ical somnampbulist, 


ce is easily attained. For the 


been the sole object of Dr. Duchenne’s life for the last twenty 
uring any part cf that period must have seen a gen- 
tleman, with an almost ubiquitous faculty, hovering, morn- 
ing after morning, around the bed-side of the paral 
oon investigating, by means of a portable machibe, | 
in the form of a small octavo volume, the amount of elec- 
trical contractility possessed by their disabled muscles. That 
ot wan and the 1060 
pos ok oe ing and research. It is much to be re- 
gretted that this valuable work, owing to the enormous amount 
of matter which it contains, hae but little chance of being 


the muscles, the partial y of the muscles of the trank 
i the hypertrophic 


= pvt enjoyment of locomotive power within = space 
n cases of y of the muscles of the hand, 


consciousness possessed by the muscles of their own contraction, 
Dr. Duchenne observes: “It is to Charles Bell that bel 


the views of Bell, great 
bysiclogint, but giving the credit of the discovery to Gerdy.” 
mention letter that M. Duchenne had endowed 
nosological list, already quite long enough i 
two or three new items; rusal of his new edition reminds 
me that I had omitted of his **addenda,” and a most 
important one amongst the rest—namely, 
tion of the diaphragm, occurring duri 
muscular rheumatism, and prod 


gouty di 

bequeath to the child this serry legacy ; nevertheless, for 
development of the tendency in the c‘tspring, the 
some one of those causes whieh have de.ermin 
y essential. According to anal 
gouty is proved to contain a considerable excess of 
acid, an increase of as much as five grains of acid for each 


of metal, with 


| 

| 
ablation of necrosed bone by subperiosteal] i | 
already referred, presented to the Academy of Sciences last | 
week several specimens of diseased osseous tissue removed ac- 
cording to his method during the past month. The memoir 
accompanying these pathological specimens more especially 
directs the attention of the surgeon to the facilities with which | 

are peculiarly interesting, and their historical treatment 1s m 
oo re nae point of view. In that most rebellious of 
- : + all diseases uncomplicated by organic malady, hysterical! para- 
drawn from its enveloping sac. Some allowance Be doabt lysis, the effects of electro-therapy as applied by localized 
should be made for paternal partiality, in the encomiums | faradization have been in some casesalmost miraculous; patients 
lavished by M. Maisonneuve upon the surgical improvement | ha 
- which he has to a certain extent originated ; still the modifi- . 
cation seeme to be most valuable, and stristly im accordance where at first the electric stimulus could hard! 

with the conservative principles daily gaining ground, and | remains of a single fibre, the whole muscle has been eventually 
moreover based upon sound physiological data. restored by a long and patient continuance of faradaic excita- 

The debate on the subject of post-mortem en tion, In the course of this work, and when speaking of the 
tions closed last Tuesday at the Academy of Medicine, the 
conclusion adopted was as follows :—*‘‘ The medical man who 
Ee te ee the honour of having tirst demonstrated the existence of this 
of a woman who has died in a pregnant state a living chi te 
can and should practise the operation of hysterotomy, accord- was derived from pathological sources. In his work om 
ing to the rules laid down bpasionen” ‘Be MM. Depesl i duc the Hand is to be found a chapter on the muscular sense, 
the entire credit of having foreed from the Academy this defi- | which is the pearl of the book.” And he complains that a 
nite expression of its opimion, which in a former discussion had | French author, ‘‘ M. Landry, published in 1853 certain facts 
been withheld. For the repagnance evinced by this learned | of pathological physiology which are a mere reproduction of 
to account; when it is remembered that in ite | 
i on ical juri in this eountry, to i- 
sis the woul naturally have had fr the. 
ultimate settlement of so delicate a point, The original pro- 
moter of the discussion, M. Hatin, died but a few _ ~ | 
questions by which the medical man is hampered on all sides | one of the cases cited the affection having spread to 
in the performance of his duties. respiratory muscle by a species of metastatic transmission, and 

Every oculist knows, and some unfortunately to their cost, Enel 
ophthalmoscopes with . Trousseau terminated, ical obser- 

ich Germany has gi the profession, and the use of which | vations on gout at the Hétel Dieu. began by enumerating. 
has been deemed i to a correct study of diseases | the various causes which predispose to its invasion; and after 

a of the internal t is with some relief that I notice a | passing over cursorily those which relate merely to physical 
simple and perfectly efficient instrument which has boen sub 
mitted by the 
thalmologist) to the Academy of Medicine, as a substitute fo ved, 
the expensive and unwieldy contrivances we hitherto possessed ould ‘ 
An upright stem, on which moves a double-branched rest, form 
Desmarres ophthalmoscope, a biconvex lens, andaecork. Wh 
the apparatus is required for use, the cork is fitted to the bas 
of the stem, which can then be adapted to a common hand 

candlestick ; one branch of the rest _holds the mirror, the othe 

of blood 
made use of his 20-called seience for the extortion of money, 
ge mot comsider that: the 
nullity of magnetic ism, as a curative agent or as an 
auxiliary of medicine, had been ne c ac 
I think the judge at Colmar would be all the for un petit | tively large amount of non-assimilable matter. 
es Lancerre. he continued, “are great coffee-drinkers, and the inbabitante: 
second edition of M. Duchenne de Boulogne’s work on | of the Antillas consume tea in large quantities. Gout is rarely 

“‘ Localized Electrization, and its A ion to Pathology | met with in these two races; and it is very probable that, as 
and Therapeutics,” has just ap It is a ponderous | Baglivi remarks, these two beverages may exercise a certain 
volume of 1050: pages, rich in clinical observation and original | prophylactic influence.” Sydenham was of opinion that the 
research. To reseue electricity from the hands of the charlatan, in of gout was one of the necessary elements of cure; and 
and to define the exact limits of its therapeutical powers has EF ‘Trecmecse hee no hesitation in corsebornting thie view, end 
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declines any treatment the object of which is to cut short the 
attack, provided the inflammation be confined to the joints. 
Gout in the joints should not be tampered with; the efforts of 
medicine should all be reserved for visceral complications, 
which it is the first duty of the physician not to hasten or pro- 
voke by over zealous interference, In referring to the anti- 
quity of colchicum, and its employment in the treatment of 

t. he observed that the Hermodactylus, a plant mentioned 

ABtius and Alexander of Tralles, as a specific, and concern- 
ing the identity of which so many speculations had been made, 
has eventually been recognised by M. Planchon, Professor of 
Botany at Montpellier, as one of the varieties of colchicum. 
Concerning the use of colchicum, M. Trousseau remarked :— 
“ This drug, which constitutes the basis of all the secret pre- 
aoe ever extolled for the purpose of curing gout, is a me- 

ine which must be used with circumspection. It may 
does calm pain, but it does not cure the malady, and often sets 
up a degree of gastric and intestinal disorder which, in cer- 
tain cases, might prove fatal. When I employ this remedy, I 
make use of the excellent formula pro; by M. Becquerel, 
and occasionally with surprising success. It is as follows:— 
Disulphate of quinine, twenty-four grains; extract of digitalis, 
four grains; colchicum seeds, eight grains: to be he into 
ten pills, from one to three of which may be taken daily for 
several successive days. The waters of Vals, Vichy, and Carlsbad, 
although much ke in this disease, I deem dangerous in 
gout, and infinitely prefer the use of other springs less richly 
endowed with the ine ingredient—as, for example, those 
of Pougues, Contréxeville, Plombitres, Spa, or Wiesbaden, 
which may be ordered with an amount of certainty as to suc- 
cess by no means possessed by the more strongly-charged 
sources.” 

I received a letter yesterday morning from Naples, which 
confirms the unsatisfactory account of the sanitary condition 
of that capital. According to official documents, it is staterl 
that in the space of three months no less than two-thirds of 
the medical attendants, nurses, and persons engaged in the 
hospitals had fallen victims to typhoid fever, imported ori- 
ginally from Gaeta; a large number of children have also been 
carried off. 

In Paris the same fever has also been prevalent, but is now 
on the decline, as likewise the epidemic of erysipelas by which 
it was accompanied, 

Paris, May 14th, 1961. 
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COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
LIABILITIES TO DENTISTS.—LEE Uv. GRIFFIN. 


Tus was an action in which the plaintiff, a surgeon-dentist 
in Moorfields, sued the administrator of a Mrs. Penson to re- 
cover the sum of twenty guineas, as the price of two sets of 
teeth made for the deceased lady by her order. At the trial 
which took place some time since before Mr. Justice Cromp- 
ton, the plaintiff stated that he received a verbal order from 
the deceased lady to make her two sets of teeth; that he took 
a model of her mouth, and some time after he wrote to her and 
asked her to make an appointment for an early day, as the 
teeth which she had ordered were ready for her. He also pro- 
duced ‘a letter which he said he had received in answer, in 
which, after merely thanking him for his kindness, the de- 
ceased lady said, ‘‘ My health will prevent my taking advan- 

of the early day.” The old lad 
the goods were delivered, and when the account was 
sent in to the defendant he disputed his liability. 

Mr. Justice Crompton expressed his opinion that this was 
not a sufficient memorandum in writing within the Statute of 
Frauds, and was about to nonsuit the plaintiff, when the plain- 
tiff’s counsel suggested that the plaintiff might recover under 
the count for work and labour ot | materials, 

The verdict was then entered for the plaintiff for twenty 
guiness, and the defendant had leave to move. A rule having 

accordingly granted, 

Mr. PatcueTt now showed cause, and contended, on the 
authority of ‘‘ Clay v. Yates” (1 H. and N., 73), that when 
the skill of the artist was the chief ingredient in the value of 
the article he could recover for his work, labour, and materials. 
He also contended that the letter of the deceased ona g to 

), toge e up a contract iting withi ta- 
tute of Frauds, 


died some time after, 


[May 18, 1961, 

Mr. J. O. Griffiths, who appeared in support of the rule, 
was not called upon. : 

Mr. Justice Crompron said he was of opinion that the rule 
ought to be made absolute. There was no pretence for sayi 
that there was any contract in writing within the Statute 
Frauds; and, independently of that (as had been observed by 
Mr. Justice Hill), it was difficult to see what cause of action 
the plaintiff could have had, seeing that the contract was that 
the teeth were to be fitted to the lady’s mouth, which they 
never had been. A question was raised at the trial whether 
this was a contract for work and labour and materials, or for a 
chattel to be sold and delivered. His lordship thought it was 
the latter, and, as there was no contract in writing within the 
Statute of Frauds, the plaintiff ought to have been nonsuited. 

Mr. Justice Hii and Mr. Justice BLackpurn were of the 
same opinion. —Rule absolute to enter a nonsuit. 


Tledical Hebvs. 


Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their exaniination in the science and practice of medicine, and 
received certilicates to practise, on 
Thursday, May 9th, 1861. 
Calvert, George, H.M. Army. 
Cook, John, Buckinghamshire. 
Galliers, Thomas James, Lady Grove, Herefordshire, 
Harris, Benjamin, Park-street, Grosvenor-square. 
arrison, George, jun. 
Houlden, Edward Robert, Crondell, Surrey. 
Maling, Edwin Allan, Bishopwearmouth, 
Thursday, May 2nd. 
Kilburn, John Edward, West Auckland, Durham. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 
Evans, John Hi Guy's Hospital. 
Marshall, Walter Thomas, Birmingham. 
Unstversiry or St. ANprEws.—The 
of gentlemen on whom the degree of Doctor 
conferred in May, 1861 :— 
Baller, Joseph H., Penshurst, Kent, 
att, Edgar, Brighton. 
Relinfante, Simon, Holland. 
Burrell, Lionel, Westley, Bury St. Ed- 
monds. 
Cheetham, Joseph, London. 
Coleman, Edmund Walter, London. 
nnell, Robert, Glasgow. 
‘uolahan, Hugh, Bermondsey, Lond. 
Dobson, Thomas, Leeds. 
Dadfield, Thomas Orme, Gloucester. | Smith, David, Glasgow. 
Greenwell), Baker, Loudon. | Soloman, Alexander, Calcutta. 
Harland, Henry, Fletching, Sussex. | Spyers, Thomas Charles, Weybridge. 
Harrison, Charles, Lincoln, Stephens, Joseph, Bayswater. 
Hawkes, John, Maidstone, Kent. Telford, Thomas, Dublin. 
Hepworth, Alfred J.L., + a9 Todd, John Markwell, Bognor, Sussex. 
Jones, Edward, Dolgelly, N. Wales. Wells, Samuel, Madras. 
Kitching, John, York. Willett, John, Gt. Budworth, Cheshire. 
M‘Convilie, John, Glasgow. Young, George E., Mechlin, Belgium. 


is a list 
Medicine was 


Muncherjee, Beramjee Colah, Bombay. 
Neatby, Thomas, Barnsley, Yor 
Park, William, Ulverston, 


The following gentlemen, having previously obtained the 


degree of Doctor of Medicine, were candidates 
First Class. 
Belinfante, Simon, University College. 
Stephens, Joseph, Bishop's-toad, Bayswater, 
University or Gtascow.—The following degrees were 
conferred on the 24th ult. :— 
DOCTORS OF MEDICINE. 
Agnew, David, Scotland. j Mackintosh, A 
Aitken, James M., | 
Alston, James, Seotiand. 
Baker, John C., England. 
Cassels, Thomas, Scotland. 
Chalmers, William, Scotland, 
tland. | 
} 
} 


honours :— 


Scotland, 
Jand, 


Miller, Hugh, Scotland. 
M‘Neely, Hagh, Ireland. 
Murray, John, M.A., Scotland, 
Robertson, Gcorge, Scotland, 
Sebmid!, Marcus M., Austria, 
Seott, Frederick B., England, 
Scowcroft, James BLE agland, 
Smellie, James, 
Smith, Thomas J., En 
Somerville, John, Seotland. 
Whitelaw, 


Christie, James, Sco’ 

Crawford, James, Scotland. 
Drysdale, John, Scotland. 

Farley, George C., England. 
Finlay, James, Scotland. 

Gaff, James D., Scotland. | 
Grieve, Robert, Scotland. 

Hannah, John B., England. | 
Kerr, Norman, Scotland. 
Lawrie, James, Scotland. 

Macaw, Kennedy, Ireland, 


MASTERS IN SURGERY. 
Cassells, Thomas. M‘Nab, Duncan, Scotland. 
Farley, George C., England. Ireland. 
Scott, B. 


Finlay, James, Scotland. 
Gaff, James D., Scotland, Smith, Thomas J., 


Mackintosh, Alex, J., Scotland, 
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Famine Funpv.—The Subscriptions already 
amount to £100,000. 


Hosrirat ror Sick Cartprex.— The anni 


festival of this charity was held on Wednesday last, at Willis’s- | land inviting every member to 


rooms,—Lord Taunton in the chair. 


UE 
wit March Ist, 1861, has been published. The medical 
students in attendance have increased since last year from 95 
to 116. 

Dr. Csavss, formerly professor at the medical faculty of 
Pesth, and who died last September, has left considerable pro- 
perty to the Faculty, the Children’s Hospital, and the Hun- 
garian Academy. 

Dn. Fiscuer states, in the “ Wiener Allgemeine Zeitung,” 
that vomiting after inhalations of chloroform may be prevented 
by making the patient take a glass of wine before the inhala- 
tions are commenced. 

Srreit-Evoxine 1x Savoy.—An epidemic of demono- 
mania has been for some time past reigning in Savoy (Thonon 
district); and matters have arrived at such a pitch as to induce 
the Minister of the Interior to send Dr. Constant to the place 
in order to open an inquiry on the subject. 

Tue Paris Hyprotoeicat Sociery.—A misunderstand- 
ing has occurred in this Society, in consequence of which Dr. 

lier and several other office-holders have resigned. Dr. 
Pidoux has been elected president, and Messrs, Mialhe and 
Tardieu vice-presidents. 

Mitrt1a Surczons.—From a return just made to the 
House of Commons, it appears that the sums paid to militia 
surgeons and civil practitioners, for the medical examination 
of recruits for the Household Brigade and Line, including the 
recruits for the Indian army, amounted, in 1857-8, to £5120; 
in 1858-9, to £5038 15s.; and in 1859-60, to £3400 4s, 

Tue Comet.—Mr. J. R. Hind has written a letter giving 
calculations to the effect that the comet arrived at its least dis- 
tance from the earth on the 5th instant, when it was distant 
from us rather more than 30,000,000 miles. Its brightness will 
now be slowly diminishing, though it may yet be well observed 
for a fortnight or three weeks. 

Tue Lever.—The were presented 
at the Levée held by his Royal Highness the Prince Consort 


W. F. Davis, y the 

India; Sw -Major Frederick Mouat, by the of 

State for India; Dr, O'Connor, Surgeon John 
Secretary of State for India. Dr. Charles Hood 


Turner, by the 
attended. 


Autecep Case oF Matpractice.—It will be remem- 
a su 


before the judges during Trinity term, when it is to be hoped 
that the verdict may be set aside by a new trial. 

Tur Poanmacevticat Society or Great Brrrarn.— 
An interesting conversazione was held on Tuesday evening in 
the rooms of the Pharmaceutical Society, Sicsmdlexy-equiee. 
The various objects of scientific interest in the rooms were 
exhibited to the numerous company. A the thi 

ight, and a series otographi en . Warren 
Spain. 

Exections at tHe Royat Cottecr or Surcrons oF 
Inetaxp.—On the 7th inst. a meeting of the Council of the 
College was held for the purpose of electing seven Examiners 
for the Letters Testimonial of the College, and three for the 

i in Midwifery. The following was the result :—For 
Letters Testimonial: Mr. Butcher (chairman), Mr. Stapleton, 
Mr. Richardson, Mr. G. Porter, Dr. Jerome M , Dr, Stoker, 
and Mr, Jolliffe Tufnell. For the Diploma in Midwifery : Dr. 
Johns, Dr. Croly, and Dr. Quinan.—On the 9th inst. another 
meeting was held to elect a Representative of the College on 
the General Council of Medical Education and Registration, in 
the ~oom of the esteemed and when 
Dr. Hargrave, Professor of Surgery in the Schoo 9 

chosen to fill that position 


was 

Council.—On the 14th of next month the Council proceed 
to the election of a Professor of Surgery, in the room of the 
late Professor Porter. 


enx’s Cottror, Betrast.—The Report for the year | 


A CoystitutionaL Qusstion.— Tue 
Act in Scottanp.—The Glasgow Faculty of Medicine has 
issued an address to the medical profession throughout Scot- 

tition Parliament against the 
essional services from them not 


The 


injustice of exacting 
only without remuneration but under terror of penalties. 
address contains an able statement of the grievance inflicted 
on the profession by the Registration Act. e regret that we 
cannot find room to insert it; the petition, however, which we 
cordially commend to the attention of our will appear 
in our next number. 

Sr. Mary's Hosrrtat.—A dinner of the friends of this 
institution was held on the 7th instant at Willis’s Rooms, 
H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge in the chair. The Chairman 
said that of the total expenses of £7000, only £4000 was made 
up by annual subscriptions; and for the remainder the hospital, 
having unfortunately no endowment, was forced to depend on 

assistance. To keep — fall number of 150 in-patients, 
and to continue the relief which since the opening of the hos- 
ital in June, 1857, had been given in 113,794 cases, he there- 
earnestly invoked the generous assistance of the friends of 

the institution, The appeal was liberally responded to. 

Reetstration or Dears, anp Marrtaces 
(InzLanD) Bitt.—The medical practitioners throughout Ire- 
land are greatly dissatisfied with the clause in the Bill for the 

i of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, which requires 
them to furnish, within a limited time, certificates of the death 
of the parties on whom they may have been attending; im- 
posing a penalty in case of neglect, without providing that 
they shall be paid anything for their trouble. This provision 
is not in the English Act, and the Cork Reporter, which takes 
up the cause of the doctors, asks, ‘‘ Why is such a shameful 
and invidious distinction made ?”—Correspondent of The Times. 

Norninc New cunper tar Sun. —In 1853, M. Serre 

blished a very important work on Phosphenes—i. e., the 

aminous rings produced by pressure on the eye. Excellent 

i ic rules were deduced from the author's researches, and 
his name is attached to the henes. In L’Echo Médical 
Suisse of the 25th ult. we , however, a quotation from the 
Giornale d’ Oftal ia, which tends to show, by a quotation 
from the thirteenth of the first volame of Morgagni’s 
great work, that this eminent philosopher had mentioned the 
great merit ving systematized nomena, and it is 
extremely probable that, without him, they would have re- 
ined in complete oblivion. 

Ceytox.—Government has decided on building a large 
Sanitarium and Hospital for Soldiers on the healthy plains of 
Neweralia, in the centre of Ceylon, at a height of about 8,000 
feet above the level of the sea—double that at which the mili- 
tary station at Newcastle, in St, Catherine’s Mountains in 
Jamaica, is situate. qe De Butts, of the Royal Engineers, 
has been ordered from dy to put the desicr into execution. 
Although situated nearly on the line, the cold of Neweralia, in 
contrast with the heat of Colombo and of the lower plains, is 
intense. Ice sometimes forms of the thickness of half-a-crown; 
and invalids rapidly regain health and strength, par- 
ticularly after attacks of cholera and diarrhwa, which in that 
part of the world are so prevalent, 

Pus-cELts THE ATMosPHERE.—The following dis- 
covery, which of course will require careful examination, is 
published in the Cosmos :—In the Orphan my Aw near Prague 
an epidemic of purulent ophthalmia lately broke out, and 92 
children out of 200 were attacked. Great care was taken to 
avoid the contact of the matter, but the medical attendants 
and nurses nevertheless took the disease. M. Eiselt thereupon 

ed to examine the air with Pouchet’s atroscope im- 

ved by Purkynje, and in the atmosphere of a ward where 

“— { many of the children a large number of pus-cells 

were — In fact, the cells were noticed upon the instru- 

ment immediately the air was made to Pe ogra > the appa- 

ratus. A committee has been appointed by the Medical Society 
of Vienna to investigate the facts published by M. Eiselt. 

Hosritat.—On Wednesday evening 
the governing body of this hospital, and other gentlemen who 
take an interest in it, to the number of about 300, dined 
together in the great hall of Lincoln’s-inn, the use of which 
was kindly granted by the Benchers on the occasion, to cele- 
brate the completion of the new building in connexion with 
the institution, which has recently been erected at a cost of 
some £40,009. The Right Hon. Lord Chelmsford acted as | 
chairman ; and, in proposing the principal toast of the evening, 


sum of £45 damages to the plaintiff. A rule nisi has since 
been obtained by the defendant, and the case will be argued 
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i the incalculable benefits con- 
ferred by the hospitals, charitable institutions 
in the metropolis, on sick poor, and notably by that of 
King’s College, lossted in the csutwe of a teemin 
the great mass of which, before i 
twenty years ago, was left to 


the Marquis 


University or Lornpon.—On Wednesday 
ing of members of the University of London and their friends 
was held in the Convocation-room of the University, Burling- 
ton House, Piccadilly, for the admission of candidates for de- 


and Chas. James Bracey, 
Postace Birmingham, Scholarship and Medal in Sur- 
mith, "Harley, Kiog’s Calk 


B.Sc.—Alexander Cram ‘University of 

Scholarship in Chemistry and 
First M. B. Examination. —John Bay 
Siinburgh, Exhibition and Medal in 
Alex. Crum Brown, University of Edin’ 
‘Medal in oy Edw. Thos. Tibbits. University Coll 
Pxhibition and Medal in Chemistry ; atson, St 
Thomas's Hospital, Exhibition and Medal in in Materia Me Medica; 
Fred. Thos. Roberts, University ewe Medal in Anatomy 
and Physiology; Thomas Starkey Sm 
St. Thomas's - 


Medal in Materia Medica; Forbes W 
pital, Medal in Botany. 

After the distribution of the prizes, the Chancellor gave a 
very effective and eloquent address. 

Statistics or 1860.—The 
deaths, and marriages in 1860. The number of births and 
deaths had been already stated in the last quarterly then bee 
but the number of marriages (170,305) had 1 not then 
ascertained. It is larger than in any previous year; the 
mearest approach to it was in 1859, when the number was 
167,723. e births in 1860 (683,440) were fewer by 6441 
than in 1859, but that is the only year in which they were 
exceeded. The deaths (422,472) were happily less by 18,777 
‘than in 1859, and Jess also than in 1558, 1855, or 1854. Allow- 
ing for the estimated increase of population, the births in 1860 
were slightly above the average rate of the preceding ten 
‘years, the marriages were more above it, and the deaths were 
‘still more below it—all movements in the right direction. As 
usual, the first half of the year saw the 
births, about 10 per cent. more than the last half, and the 
deaths in the first moiety were greater than in the last b the 
large ratio of 23 per cent. ‘The last quarter was, as , the 
ae season, there being 50,702 marriages; while i in the 

uarter there were only 35,198. Lincolnshire is always a 
peo ee rule; there the spring quarter is 
the chief time for The termination of the ordinary 
vmuch influence in this matter. 
who hitherto issued 
commenced the series, 


General for | 


221; France, 2°36; Belgium, 2°52; “Holland, 276; Prussia, 
2°83; Spain, 2°85; Sardinia, 2-91. ‘Some points of interest in 
relation to disease and mortality are noticed. Including ‘the 
diseases, twice as many women died from childbirth 
as in England. This is thought not much attributable to dis- 
tance from medical aid, 
is not owing to certain anatomical conformations, It may 
of Scotland as a place for the 
Il and the western isles enjoy a remar' 
tion ; those islands have a mild winter 
i umid atmosphere than the mainland 
- | when the arid easterly winds prevail in spring. 
Megpvicat Revier tn Ingtanp.—The Poor-law 


under w 596,325 patients were ved at the 
and 165,308 were attended at their own homes. The entize 


over the country authorized to grant tickets. 


Tue 2 Anti- Socrety.—- The seventh 
soolen was held in the Lower Reom, 
The following resolutions were 

opted :—1. “ That the more the influence of the employment 

is investigated, the more conclusive is the evidence 

that it is highly detrimental to the physical, intellectual, and 
fa, | and so mani- 
festly are its injurious consequences on the increase as seriously 
to threaten the deterioration of comin tions.” 2. **That 


interests are 60 inthis move- 
ment.” 
ComPLIMENt To THE Queen's 
—At a recent 
a meeting | 


held to eandidates for 

ip of Physiology, presided over by the Dean of ‘the 
Faculty, and at which Professors Wade, Suckling, 
Divers, — Foster, and J 


E 


and he believed the course he 

the liabilities of the College w i 

every honest man in the He was, 
anxious -_ the Professors should evince their respect 


gate’s proposition was receiv 
declined by the Dean cra es : 
felt deeply of his 


number of had 


Dr. Prox’s Lectures on Memory at Guy's H 
lectures at the Oxford 
versity, before the Internatioua] Statistical 
where, we have already mentioned, delivered on 
‘to a crowded audience in the Chemical Theatre, an introduc- 


relied the tous works, He 
showed the results which could be obtained with his method, 


in learning by heart instantly about eighty or ninety numbers, 


sing e ispensary. nobie chairman rietiy rela 
of the gave a series of statistics indicatin; 
rapid p’ rom the beginning, both as a refuge for th 
remarks, the company at his lordship’s request drank to th 1 
success of King’s College Hospital. In the course of the even 1 
‘ 
‘ 
oe country 18 divided into dispensary districts, unds 
raised in the same manner as the Poor-rate; and the extreme 
distance of the limits of a district from the nearest dispensary , 
averages but about two miles. The dispensaries are under the | 
: _ — management of committees of guardians; but where the resi- 
grees. Earl Granville, K.G., the Chancellor of the University, | dences of guardians and relieving officers are not so distributed ; 
presided. Dr. Carpenter read the report, which was very en- | throughout the district as to be within easy 
couraging. The names of the candilates who had obtained | resident ratepayers or wardens are in 
honours in the course of the past year were read ; but those | and altogether there are Prenton. seme | 
gentlemen only who had obtained scholarships, exhibitions, | 
medals, or prizes, were presented to the Chancellor, and th 
in the following order :— | 
in Ph | 
Queer | 
logy an OmInparative AD my; Os, iron Dartieet, Wueen 
Birmingham, and King’s Colleges, Medal in Surgery; Jo 
Harley, King’s College, Medal in Medicine; John Eastc | 
ne proce U De SU Te COgT ine 
: in the resolution which has been passed, this meeting would 
urge, with all the earnestness of oy and patriotic sin- 
cerity, that the means which have hitherto been employed 
| with such encouraging success may be sustained, increased 
| 
transacted, Professor Postgate p 
essors should oan 
| to the Dean of the Faculty— William 
| Mr. Bosigate observed thet Mr. Cox.w 
| had struggled, was struggling, to 
| no ordinary nature, for the benefit of 
bedy. Professor Post- 
d by the Professors, but 
| cave tine, “he 
leagues of the course he 
were paid, which 
=? been contracted by others, and ether «9 again placed 
| in smooth water, any recognition of his efforts would 
| be premature.” 
| tory lecture on his new and natural System of Improving the 
| Memory. The lecturer, who was very warmly received, saitl 
sthevyear (a year of more than average mortality) were only 206 
da 10,000 ,persons, showing Scotland ‘to be one of ‘the very | 
healthiest countries in the world. The annual per-eentage of | 
deaths to population is stated thus: Scotland, England, | 
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a after a few explanatory remarks the audience were able to 
do the same with a long series of words. The Professor then 
showed how his system would facilitate the study of languages, 
prone be that he intended to form classes at the hospital for 
There ~ be no doubt about the importance of 

a forei medical students, and we 
tate Guy’s. —(From a@ Vorre- 


a the parish of Ballachulish, died, on 
the 22nd ultimo, Christina Mackintosh, or M ivray, at 
the very great age of 106 years. She retained all her faculties 
until ref death. a Haverfordwest correspondent writes, under 
date April 23rd: ‘‘ Edward Wallace was born in the town of 
Ballyriffe, parish of Athree, county of Londonderry, Ireland, 
on the llth of May, 1756. He would therefore have com- 
pleted his 105th year had he lived until the 11th of May. He 
enjoyed excellent health until within six months of his death, 
and retained remarkable oe viene and bodily activity up to a 
very recent period. ¢ was more than a h years 
old he walked a distance of thirty miles in two days. He had 
bis cling ons Kad on fost 
i ing asa tra on ev 
part of Great Britain.” ~ 
Heattn or Lonpow tHe ENDING 
Sarurpay, May 1lra.—In the week that ended on Saturday 
the deaths in London were 1240, showing but a small decrease 
on the number in the previous week. The average number, 
as obtained from the returns of corresponding weeks in ten 

and corrected for increase of population, is 
; and, therefore, the mortality now returned exceeds, Me 
also in the previous week, the estimated amount by 
a 40 deaths. deaths from whooping-cough have de- 

scarlatina, diphtheria, and ty 

re were 27 deaths from measles, 8 of w Sem 
pay he Camden-town, and Kentish-town; there were 
25 from scarlatina, and 16 from diphtheria. Seven infants died 
from syphilitic disease; 9 from want of breast-milk. Phthisis 
was fatal to 163 persons, bronchitis to 114, pneumonia to 87. 
Five nonagenarians died in the week, of whom a man was 90 
er poss a woman 91, a man 95, a woman 96, and an almsman 
attained the age of 99 years. Nine infants were suffocated 
in bed. in the manufacture of 
lucifer matches, was burnt by an explosion of the composition. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Ow Monday last, Dr. Haviland was unanimous! 
Addenbrooke’ in the room Dr. Fisher, resigned.— 


has 
tod to the take Clack Barter tnd Public 
accinator in the Colsterworth district, Grantham ‘Union, Lincolnshire. — 


John Rutherford Kirkpatrick, M.B.T.C.D., bas been elected Assist.-Physician 
to the Lying-in Hospital, Rutland-square, Dublin. 


MEDICAL VACANCIES. 
office of not to the has become vacant 


the Eastern Dispensary, Bath, 
ty the the Coates.—There is a vacancy for an Assistant-Phy- 
Middivees "Hos: tal, it having been determined to have — 


D. B. Major, .—At the 
Royal Portemout Portsea, and Gosport Hospital there are v: es for ten 


of pot Pat and parish of Alverstoke.—Dr. Jenner has resi 

ship ical Anatomy at Universit College There a vacancy for a 
delist district ? the St. Thomas's Union, Devonshire, by 

the death of Dr. Merry.—The office House-Surgeon to the Surrey Dispensary 

has become vacant tho 


MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


14th Light to be Surg.-Major. Sth Foot 


Commission 
Fawsett 
re Militia: F. Fa 
gned. 2nd Middlesex Light se Volunteer Cum Langworthy, 
tobe Hon. Veterinary Surgeon. St. George's Rifle junteer Corps: E. Ser- 
combe, to be Assist. burg. Queen’s (W inster) Rifle V : R. 
Cross, M.D., to be Assist.-Surg., vice Bizzard, promoted; J. Leonard, to be 
Assist.-Surg. 4th Artillery Volunteers: H. Campbell, to be 


Hon. Assist.-Surg., Ist Corps of Northumberland Rifle Volunteers: 


Brand, Gent. to be Tower ie 


Births, Marriages, 


BIRTHS. 
On the Sth inet. at Seston-villas, Clevedon, Whe wife of Allan Webb, M.D., 


ajor Bengal Army, of a 
i Symonds Howell, Esq., M.B.C.S., of 


Lavies. a son, 
int Spring. the wife of Fred. John Hensley, M.D., 


MD PECS 
the wife of Thos. Joyce, 
n the 11th ‘inst, at N N 
‘otting-hill, the wife of T. Spencer 
inst., at Porchester-terrace, Hyde-park, the wife of M. T. Kays, 


MARRIAGES, 
the 28th at Corfu, of Trowbridge, 


Parish Church, Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire, Oliver 
Solicitor, London, to Eliza Wilton, second daughter of Joseph 


F 


it 


= 

5 

ae 


Eugene Mackay, M.D. F. RSE. 
M Alice V. the late 

Esq., of the Priory, iiford, 

8th the Parish Ch Chureh, Groom, Esq., 

deughter ef the inte 3 of 


h, Salop. 
at Westminster A’ Edw. Henry M.RB.C. 


PERE 


Cage, daughter of Edward C. 
ily of 8, Kirkes, M.D., F.R.C_P., of 
Cavendish- “hton, Wm, Dixon Grahame, M.D., 

wey 


at "Deanfort ‘Cheleca, William Maclise, 


inst., at Berkeley-square, Bristol, Henry Clarke, Esq., F.R.CS., 


M.R.CS., of Egham, Su 
tastes Sussex-gardens, Hiyde-pock Wm. Menry Filton, M.D., 


sis 


ie 


BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 


Mr. Brown on Diseases of Women. 

Scanzoni on Diseases of Women. Dr. Gardner, 

Mr. Stapleton on the Great Crime of 1860, 

Mr. Chavasse’s Advice to a Wife. 

Mr. Maunder’s we Surgery. 

Dr. Faleoner on Bath Water Cases. 

Dr. Dalrymple on the Climate of Egypt. 

Dr. Swayne’s Obstetric Aphorisms. 

Dr. Mank’s Roll of the College of Spe of London. 

Dr. Winslow on Obscure Diseases of the Brain. 

Dr. Dalton’s Human Physiology. 

A Guide to Indian Lnovestments. 

Dr. Gull's Oration. 

Mr, Inwards on Alcohol. 

Dean of Carlisle's Wh pase Ge 
Re of Insanity. 


On the Aetion of Alcohol. 

Dr. Webb's Rules for Operations in Surgery. 
Mr. Heath on Minor Surgery. 

Sowerby’s Wild Flowers. 

Pharmaceutical Journal. 
M 


Volunteers : A. Moore, Gent., to be Assist..Surg. “th Mid-Lothian Rifle 
| Volunteer Corps: T. Thompson, Surg., to be Hon. Assist.Surg. Sth Carmar- 
| thenshire Rifle Volunteers: B, Thomas, Gent., to be Hon. Assist.-Surg. 6th 
| Tower Hamlets Rifle Volunteer Corps: J. F. iteove, M.D., to be Assist Surg. 

Assist.-Sarg. Wm. J. to Challenger. . Wm. N, 
fom the ts the 2a, ot 
| 8 
m the ¥ 
| Wandsworth, of a daug r 
On the 10th inst., at Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire, the wife of Wil- 
son Fox, M.D., of a son. 
Horse Ar- 
of S. 
of 
Cloisters, W 
DEATHS. 
elected Physicians to the Worcester Dispensary.—Francis Poole Lansdown, | — 
Eade M.R.C.S., has been elected Surgeon to the Bristol General Hospital, vice aan 
J. G, Landsdown, Bed resigned. — William Terry, Esq., M.R.C.S. has been 
appointed Medical cer and Public Vaccinator for the Forton district, Gar- | 
stang Union, Lancashire, in the place of W. W. Chapman, Esq.. who held the 
ai 
of V 
On thy 
Bz. 
it. 
; 
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[May 18, 1861. 


Medical Diary of the Week. 


2PM. 


MONDAY, Mar 20 


—Operations, 1} 
Wesrturverer Hosprray. — 
tions will be performed at 2 P.a Son, olt- 
house: Removal of Diseased 


of Tumour from the Neck. 
TUESDAY, Max 21 +o 


ae. Prof. Quekett, “ On the Organs of Diges- 
-ATHOLOGICAL or Loxpon.—8 P.M. 


( Mippiesex Hosrrrat, lra. 
Sr. Max 


Roya. Ogtxorapic Hosrrrav. — Operations, 
Pm. 
Grovocrcat Socrery oF Loxpon.—8 P.x. 
Durham, 


—8 Mr. 
Modern Syphilology.” 


WEDNESDAY, Max 2324 


“On 


(Sr. 
Lowpon OruTmaLMic - 


tions, 14 

Instrrvtiox. — 8 pas. Prof. J. 0. West- 
wood, “On the Metamorphosis of 
Tuomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 

20 


SATURDAY, Max 25 1) rat 
Cuagtne-cross Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 ?.u. 
Royat Instrrvtion, — 3 rx. Prof. Max Miiller, 

“On the Science of Language.” 


FRIDAY, Mar 24......... 


Go Correspondents. 


Meprcat Orricers awp tax Untren Service Cive. 
We have received the following communication in reply to a letter which 
“It is quite true, as 
formed, that medical 
become members of the United 
head of the Medical Department at 4-4, 
are the surgeons- of the a eg they are eligi 
members without ever ha done any but regimen’ 
of the Army, Marines, or Militia are le when thay ean the rank of 
r. Of course when a Ciub is f , those who compose it have a 
ns according to their own wishes ; 
is uestioned by many of the 
is made 
It was understood that the late Sueaeedinaa 
ent, Mr. Alexander, declined to be nominated a 
on same as 
other officers of the Army. 


Old Subscriber, (York.)—Yes, the guardians could legally select the present 
ineumbent to remain in office. 
Birmingham.—He can prefix Dr. to his name, but cannot attach M.D, to it. 


Tas Gurevancs. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 


S1r,—Allow me, through the medium of 
troduce to the profession a grievance to 


fected, which grievance o 
80 


wide-spreading journal, to in- 
to which we are all more or ee sub- 
t to exist no longer in these days when science 

far advanced itself. Unfortunately our profession is the one of all others 
most beset by ever ready to earn an tr hele a shilling by puffing 
and making their panedoon ‘sufferers as is as themselves. Bat 
— do I refer to a class of men - edhertne 8 “bone-setters,” who are 
blacksmiths, or in some equally low sphere of life, with an ever- 

oe to seize a fracture from the ving him in 

n a character derogatory to himself and his ealling. 

popular and erroneous idea exists in several of England that “the Run 
cannot set a bone,” that “it has never been iness ;” co! uently when- 
ever a fracture occurs, off the ease case goes to one of these postors. I 
regret, — (in this case) does not protect us, or even lend us 


I therefore appeal to your readers to suggest some plan whereby we may 
crush this oe quem system of “quack surgery,” thus affurding great public 
benefit the number of cripples annually turned 


loose by eee een passers on our own rights. 
Considering ple in which we should all hav a voice, 


Sir, 
Martin, May, 1961. Freep. Surron, M.B.C.S. 


Mr. Thomas Jones, (Ruthin.)—The defendant in an action brought for the re- 
covery of such a debt could demand the delivery of a full bill of partieulars, 
whieh by law the plaintiff is bound to render. 

Dr. J. M. N-—1. From £100 to £300,—2. From three to five years. 


Tue Sayrrany Coxprrion or Durnam. 
To the Editor of Tun Lawcert. 


you manifest in the ence, and 
ie state of tings that exists around me. I am also induced to ask your 
one of the most disgraceful and abominabie 


help and assist ci 
nuisances that civilized country—a naisaace which is 
the heath and comfort of moat industries section of the pypulation 


These eottazes 
to the health, or occupants, 
appears to be to get the maximum amount of room at the minimam 
amount of expense. No regard is had as to site, drainage, or ventilation. 
They are built for the most part as nea pits as possible, 
from t . 


ge: 


7 


eff 


aut 


3 


are thousands of the poor 
abominations, Many of t 
are clean 


apparently 
nature and the age in which we live, without 
tual remedy ? 
Trnly there wants a Hereules here to cleanse this Augean 
in order that the medical and 


P.S.—I may state that the Marchioness of 
er collieries conveniences to her 


Acid has no remedy iu such a case. There was no specific contract. 


oF tae 
To the Editor of Tax Lawcrt. 
T see in pression of last week a letter from “A Professional 
Brother, the pinion of some of your Se 
I have found the undermentioned 


chiretta, 
FP occult for a short time, I am convinced that a perfect 
be established. I yours traly, 
Hospital, May, 1961. Wastcorr. 


Fass Hosrrtay.—Operations 
Pres Hosrrrar, — Operations, 
P.M. 

Sra,—tin the last Quarterly Return of the Registrar-General there is the 
following significant sentence -—“ 7123 deaths were registered in the northern 
counties, where the mortality has been unusually high from ——- of 
scarlatina, diphtheria, typhus, and measles,” As the county of is, of 

; course, one of the “ northern counties” alluded to, I shall be obliged if you wil! 
an, | allow me a little space in your colamns to. account for some of the causes which 
ae contribated to this alarming result. I am indueed to ask this, knowing 

e 

horrib 
Ing 
‘ of 
In the county of Durham the balk of the population consists of pitmen and 
persons (with their families) who are employed in the extensive coal mines 
d which abound in this district. The county is studded with pit villages, con- 
sisting of cottages whieh have been built at the cost of the cop 
Lonpow Hosrrrau.—' 1} P.M, 
THURSDAY, Mar 23 ... Hosprrat, ince Cross.— 
2PM. 
Loxpow Susercat Houz.—Operations, 2 
Iysrrrvtion.—3 p.m. Mr. Pengelly, “On 
the Devonian Age of the World.” 
weres Hosrrrat. — Opera- 
| detriment of the farmers’ fences, and where the women, sick gggple, and 
children use their sleeping-rooms and, as I have repeatedly witnessed, their 
oe for the common acts of nature. The evacuations are kept in the 
as the day, and at night are thrown into the open air, to poison it 
: with foul noxious erhalations. I have seen persons suffering from fever, 
small-pox, and other dangerous diseases, allow the evacuations to remain under 
and when remon: ith, allege an excuse thet they were to 
nience wherein to deposit them. I co’ es 
| in exaggeration, I am jing plain yet abeminably disgusting facts, 
—_—_—— which I can verify by lamentable and humiliating 2 which expe- 
rience I call upon the medical men of this district to testimony to, There 
 wwmy in this district who are heart-sick of these 
| have their cottages decently and respectably 
: d neat in their houses and persons ; they would be 
| decent if they could; bat the horrible system which prevails amongst the 
colliery owners, of not providing convenienees for the common decencies of 
| life, entails upon them an amount of suffering, both morally and physically, 
which no man but an eye-witness can imagine. 
I will not enter here upon a discussion as to the policy of the colliery owners 
| in thus neglecting ter duties, It is true these poor pitmen pay a mere 
nominal rent for habitations. I merely state facts as they are, and I will 
| leave ene eee ight on their side. 
Bat I will ask you this question—Whether the medical men of this district are 
faithfully and honestly performing their duties whilst living amongst such 
| — 
to 
4 in some effec- 
and I 
i your 
| be aroused to 
| a sense of their duties. am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
has provided at 
j the of Durham and the Kyhope mpany have her laudable 
Mr. Evan Jones (Aberdare) should certainly have been thanked for his com- 
munication, We cannot account for the omission, which was purely acci- 

value, and never knew it to fail. following to 

morning with a camel’s hair brush :—Niteate of silver, ten grains ; pare nitric 
| frequently, ing ten Fy 

a drachm ; to six ounces of compound infusion of roses. And a tablespoonfal 

of the following mixture to be taken three times a day :—Dilute _ 


Tae Lancert,) 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


(May 18, 1861. 501 


J. L.—Professor Quekett will proceed with his course of lectures “On the 
Organs of Digestion,” at the Royal College of Surgeons, on Tuesday next, 
the 2lst instant, and will be succeeded by Professor Hilton, who will deliver 
six lectures “ On the Inflaence of Rest.” 

P. H., (Croydon.)—It shall be retarned shortly. 

Ir F. will send his name and address, he shall receive a private note. 


InrractasLe 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
volume of “ Amcnitates Academicw” contains a thesis by 


aqua 
lacea,” or the use of water with clay ay throu 
clayey or argillaceous soil, as in all those localities prevails. 
of ague Linnwus aseribes to a viseusity in the the Uloed, 

capillaries, by drinking the or argitlaceous water. Hence— 
Ist, the impeded transpiration through the skin of the materies 
morbi, y for excretion, as in een feculeut, seminal, and menstrual re- 
tention, and the rigors rigors preceding parturition and the seeretion of milk, &c. 
2ndly, the hot stage or period of reaction, which is the natural effort to ‘expel 
the merbifie cause; and 3rdly, the sweating stage or successful effort, the 
period of elimination. This would effect the cure of ague if the renewal of the 
cause did not occasion a recurrence of the disease; for this series of morbid 
phenomena is perpetuated so long as the clay-water is ingested, unless the 
strength of the at's constitution is so far renovated by tonics and stimu- 
lants that ay -water is eliminated from the blood by the various seere- 


ofa 
ye: of intermittent and re- 


kind pr: bab 
mittent fevers; but the practical result—the cure of those frequently intrac- 
table diseases—is easily accomplished — | by acting upon this ingenious 
hypothesis: ist, by preventing the ingress of the cause; and 2ndly, by assist- 
the natural efforts to expel the materies morbi from the blood, 

the cause prevented simply by giving fresh distilled or recently fallen rain- 
water to drink, and to be used for all eplimary purposes. By this means alone 
I have succeeded in curing intermittent and remittent fevers of long standing, 
which had resisted all the ordinary remedies, The expulsion of the materies 
morbi is effected by the use of the Vapour bath just previously to the expected 
paroxysm. In the case of a eae residing in Lincolnshire, who been 
the subject of obstinate ague for eight years, a cure was speedily effected by 
the vapour bath. The contest between the cold stage and the hot vapour at 
first was severe; but ee _ triumphed, and the disease was 

yours, 

Montague-street, May, 1961, J. Prppuck, M.D. Edin. 
F. A, D.—\t is left to the discretion of the Council of Education, to whom 

application for registration should be made. 
Mr. Chas. Doig's “ Reminiscences of a Voyage by Sea,” and Mr. 7. H. Mug- 


geridge’s “ Case of Hypertrophy of Nymph and Clitoris,” shall appear in an 
early number. 
Meprcat Assistants. 
To the Editor of Tum Laycet. 


thanks for you you Seating letter in last week's Lawcer. I 
a to the assistants, and 


—Many 
with pleasure Dr. 
A every assistant in “England will subscribe such a sum as will enable 
yer to carry out the project with great success. 
We complai demands, and that we 


notice 
to be on the safe-side. 
It would be well if Dr. would kindly in the next namber of your valu- 
6 ee objects of the Assistants’ Protection and Provi- 


An Irishman.—It is quite unnecessary to say that the q of nationality 
had nothing whatever to do with the proceeding. 4 
tiouers have been read and received with gener... applause and satisfaction, 
M.D. and L, M.—it is worthy of a trial. 

Mr. J. F. M.—1. He cannot practise as an apothecary legally.—2. Nor can he 
recover for attendance in a medical case. 


Avormrcartes’ versus or 
To the Editor of Tax Lawort. 

make one or two remarks in reference to the very pon ery a 
has just been given in the dispute between the Apothecaries’ y ond the 
London College of Physicians, from which it appears that the the Rpothonecios® 
Comp have not the sole and exclusive right to grant licences tu gentlemen 

os and compound their own medicines; but that the College of Phy- 

may do so as well if they think proper. 
From this decision people seem to think that the days of the Apothecaries’ 
Company are numbered. I for one do not think so. As they have done more 
to raise the standard of medical education than any other body, and moreover 
as they have, | believe, just renewed their Charter, I think t ey are as likely 
by ah as ever, neither do I see the necessity of doing away with that honour. 
ompany. 

Now, | Lave no doubt but that after this 


elementary 
of the College of Surgeons whose diplomas are dated previous to 
January ist, 1861, and hold out a sort of year of grace, and thus give every 
— practitioner a chance of | both a medical and surgical licence, 
pothecaries’ Company would have vo thoadeontege af the College of Phy- 
sidan if tn netting elec, all events in the om, Sir, yours, &c., 
A 


To the Editor of Tux Lawcert. 


favour of t ) sieians, | suppose that SS 
&c., will admit our licence in lieu of that of the Apoth 

their medical officers. Therefore the rales should be at once ~ Am, —'r as 


Hoping that the , of the plead exouse trespassing 
on valuable 1 remain, Sir, 
Hall, Dudley, May, D. 
Communtoarrows, Larrans, &e., have been received {rom—Dr. Henry Bennet; 
Dr. Barnes; Mr. Westcott; Dr. Day, St. Andrews; Dr. J. Hard, Frome; Dr. 
Roods; Dr. Robert Lee; Dr: Chas. Edwards, Cheltenham; Mr. Muggeridge, 
Reading ; Mr. Thomas Hewlett; Mr. Bridgwater, Harrow; Mr. C. Arnold, 
Geldard; Mr. W. W. 


i 


well; Dr: Rose, 
Mr. F. D. Ross, Gaildford; Mr. Evan Jones, Aberdare; Mr, J. J. Murray, 
Brighton; Mr. R. F. Wells, Deptford; Mr. J. Rathin; Dr. Fowen; 


An Old Subseriber; F.; X. Y. Z., (with enclosure;) L.B.C.P.; Avid; 


eciting the local s in Sw where ague abor . rd reieeting the 
will institute a very modified examination to all members of the College of 
| Surgeons who may be practising without a medical degree, and thus gather as 
many as possible within its paie. Would it not be advisable for the Apothe- 
} caries’ Company to institute a modified examination—that is to say, a fair 
| practical examination in the “ Principles and Practice of Medicine and Mid- 
medical staff, and as the medical staffs may not think of this without the fact 
I am, Sir, yours, &e., 
May, 1561. LBC.P. 
Tevistia.—1. By memorial to the Lord Lieutenant.—2. It depends upon the 
regulations of the regiment. 
Mr. Fuiler (Plymouth) shall reeeive a private note. 
Bng., and Reader of Tan from its Commencement,—We 
regret to say there is no sueh institution. 
A Mowsrzovs 
To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 
—I should like to ask your correspondents, through the medium of your 
joined, could ¥ sex to classify following being. 
ery R—-, aged treaty delivered on Sunday, May 5th, of 
ary R—, twen' was on a seven 
Let the assistants be but united, and jom at once our Protection Association. ane child. 5 pire Day instead of two eyes, it had only one, and 
so doing we will maintain our rights and uphold our position. that sitaated in the median line of the forehead, on a level with where the 
“here io unotiore exter that 1 would wish to bring under the notice of the | eyebrows usually are. There was an abortive attempt on the part of nature to 
Assistants’ Protection Society—that is, that no member of it shall engage as | produce i and eyelids, There was a penis over the pubic region, 
aseistant to any medieal man without a letter of agreement for three months, | a scrotum, as far as could be judged, testes, but no urethra wes apparent. 
and to have one month's notice afterwards on either side. I suggest this, as | | There was no passage into the vagina, but there was a very wide one indeed 
' to have to say thas there are some medical men who would part with | for the passage of urine just below the serotum. 
meeting Dr. Sayer will call, amd by forwarding him subs¢riptions, show him 
we are worthy of his EE 
Let us all remember that there will be great expense in the first instance in 
——- calling a meeting, and registering the Association under thre Act 
jament. 
In conelusion, let our motto be “ Now or Never,” and eames 
den, Taubridge Wells, (with enclosure ;) 
May, 1861. A Quatirizp Assistant. , Bridgwater; Mr. D. Bdwards; Mr. R. 
|. Meadows, Otley; Mr. A. P. Owen, Mar 
A Quack.—The handbill of Dr. Ridge, of Horselydown, is no doubt highly ob- mish; Mr. B. Rogers; Mr. R. Li, Bayley, 
jectionable, and more fitted for a trader than a professional man to issue. ; Ross, Oswestry; Mr. G. Archer, Felt- 
Corn wadlis—He bas no rank, and no particular uniform. 
Peevatercs or Wroortre-Coven, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. Mr. C. R. Williams, Lianrwst, (with enclosure;) Mr. BR. H. 8; Carpenter; 
Ste,—I most earnestly call attention and that of your readers to the Dr. W. Morgan; Mr. J. Seaith; Mr. H. Morris; Dry Atkinson, Wakefield, 
plas hem whooping-eough.” (with enclosure;) Dr. Playfair, St. Andrews, (with enclosure ;) Mr. A. Wells, 
Last week not fewer than 124 children succumbed to this direful disorder. It Aldborough; Mr. M. A. Adams, Ware; Mr. B. Slayter; Mr. T. Partridge; 
really is high time for the profession to tern their attention upou the discovery Mr, T. Constable; Mr. J. Witehell, Coleshill; Dr. Manroe, Hull; Mr. Gorst, 
repeat, when unqualified pretenders to the healing | Prescot; Mr. Wm. Haghes, Melksham; Mr. J. M. Gonville; Dr. Livett ; 
tehing Mr, Wm. George, Woodbridge, (with enclosure;) Mr. Lioyd, Bulwell; Mr, 
in with a so-called “ successful treatment of whooping-cough,” as in| J. P. Wright; Mr. John Hunter, Manchester; Mr. T. Y. Raker, Hargrave; 
treatises liberally advertised just now. Assistant; Medical Benevolent College; M-D., Brighton, (with 
T do hope coms of will take place ere tong, similarte | 
that which made investigation into the causes and treatraent of ** " enelosure ;) A ae » Zens; Glasgow ty of Medicine; 
and with the same successfal result. 1 am, Sir, yours truly, A Medical Assistant, Durham ; Tevistia; A Subseriber; Bir ‘bara ; 
May 10th, 1961, Marae. 
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** VIOLETS” ALL THE YEAR ROUND, 


Breidenbach’ Wood Violet keeps 


7 time fresh as the blossom, and in climate. Be careful to see on 
each bottle, “ H. Breidenbach, 1572, New nd street.” Price 2s. 6d. Also, 
Breidenbach’s Forget-Me- Not, Farewell, Jockey-Ciub, and Sauve Bouquets ; 
Breidenbach’s Wood Violet Pomade, of all Chemists and Perfumers. 
Breidenbach’s fine Perfumery has a ready sale by Chemists, Druggists, &c., 
throughout the three kingdoms. 


When you ask for Glenfield Starch, 


see that you get it, as inferior kinds are often substituted. 
Forerry axp Fravp. —Understanding that there is at present an attempt 
made by some un — parties in our city to deceive the public with 
an inferior Starch, made up in packets closely resembling the GLENFIELD 
STA ee we consider it our duty to warn our fair readers to be careful when 


purchasi to see that the word “G.LENnrretp,” and the maker's name, 
Benner OTHERSPOON,” is on every package, as none others are genuine. 
(jhubb s Patent Safes, the most 
secure against Fire and Thieves. 
Chubb’s Fire-proof Strong Room-doors. 
Chubb’s Patent Detector Saas and Street-door Latches, 
Chubb’s Cash and Deed Boxes. 


Illustrated Price-list gratis and post free, 
CHUBB and SON, 57, St. Paul’s Churchyard, London. 


A FIRST-CLASS SILVER MEDAL. PARIS, 1855. 


S, Nye & Co. beg to call attention 


SMALL MINCER FOR THE DINNER-TABLE, &c. &c. 


This little machine is for the use of those who cannot 
properly masti and who, in order to preserve health, 
should have their ‘ood thoroughly | minced. As an aid to 
—— it is inval being d for hot or cold 
meat, &e. » and very efficient and rapid in its operation. 


TESTIMONTA 
“12, Norfolk Villas, Saoaenee. —I have had one of 
your Mincing Machines for the Dinner-table in use for 
some time, and find it everything that can be wished. I 
recommend it to all my friends who suffer from in indigestion.—Yours obediently, 
“ Messrs Nye and Co.” “T. SaunpEss, 
LARGER MACHINES for Public Institutions, Lunatic Asylums, Hospital 
Schools and other establishments, effectual!y and quickly mincing all kinds 


meat and te my oy for soups, &e., forced and potted and a variety 
of dishes; for making sausages, Namah ry into the 
skins at the same time. ice 30s., > tae 
Also Mills on an improved Bos Coffee, &e. 
Depét and Manufactory, 79, Wardour-street, London, W. 


Frenders, Stoves, Fire-Irons, and 


CHIMNEY-PIECES.—Buyers of the above are requested, before finally 

deciding, to visit WILLIAM §. BURTON’S SHOW-ROOMS. They contain 

such an assortment of FENDERS, STOVES, RANGES, CHIMNEY- PIECFS 
FIRE-1RONS, and GENERAL IRONMONGERY as cannot be approach 
elsewhere either for variety, novelty, beauty of design, or exquisiteness of 
workmanshi Bright stoves, with ormolu ornaments and two sets of 
£3 15s, to £33 10s.; bronzed fenders, with standards, 7s. to £5 12s.; s 
fenders, £2 15s, to £11; -~ = pos Rag ornaments, £2 15s. to £18; 
be -pieces, from £1 8s. 8, from 2s. 3d. the set to £4 4s, 

RTON and all other PATENT STOVES, with radiating hearth-plates. 


CuTEny, WARRANTED.—The most varied Assortment 
f TABLE CUTLERY in the world, all warranted, is on SALE at 
of the sales inch ivory-| table knives, with high shoulders, 
12s, 6d. per dozen; desserts to match, 10s.; if to balance, 6d. per dozen extra; 
carvers, 4s. 3d. per pair; larger sizes, from 20s. to 27s. 6d. per dozen ; extra 
fine ivory, Lemna Pit with silver ferrules, 30s, to 508.; white bone table knives, 
6s. per dozen ; desserts, 5s.; carvers, 2s, 3d. per Perper black horn table knives, 
7s. 4d. per dozen ; desserts, @ 6s. ; Tengen Oy black wood-handled table 
knives 6s. per dozen le steels, from 1s. each, The largest 
of pated deaert hives and fork, otherwise, and of 
new plated 
[THE BEST SHOW of IRON BEDSTEADS in the 
KINGDOM is WILLIAM 8. BURTON’S. He has FOUR LARGE 
ROOMS devoted to the exclusive show of tron and Brass Bedsteads and 
Children’s Cots, with Portable Fold- 
ing Bedsteads, from 11s. ; t Iron fitted with dovetail — 
and and Cots, from 15s. 6d. each; h 
Ornamental Iron and Brass Beds teads, in great variety, from £2 13s, 6d. to £20. 
CLOCKS, CANDELABRA, BRONZES, and LAMPS.— 
WILLIAM 8. BURTON invites inspection of his Stock of these, dis- 


ed in two large Show-rooms. Each article is of guaranteed quality, and 
are Objects of pure Vertu, the productions of the first man of 
Paris, from whom William 8. Burton imports them direct. 
Clocks, jee 7s. 6d, to £25 Os. 
Candelabra, from «+ 18s, 6d, to £16 10s, per pair. 
Bronzes, from « 188, Od. to £16 16s, 


Lamps, moderateur, from 6s. 0d. to £9 Os. 


8. BURTON’S GENERAL FURNISHING 
IRONMONGERY CATALOGUE may be had gratis, and free by post. 
It contains upwards of 500 Illustrations of his Yaheaited Stock of Sterling Silver 
and Electro Plate, Nickel Silver, and Britannia Metal Goods, Dish Covers, 
Hot-water Dishes, "Stoves, Fenders, Marble Chimney-pieces, Kitchen Ranges, 
Lamps, Gaseliers, Tea Trays, Urns Clocks, Table Cutlery, 
Toilet Ware, hey 4 Iron and Brass Bedsteads, Bedding, Bed-room 

Purniture, with of hone of the Tent age 

-rooms, at 39, Oxford-street, W.; 1, 14, ewman-s:reet ; 

Perry’s-place ; cal 1, Newman-mews, London. 


~ 


Gentlemen.—Mr. Miles, 


r (Alfred Webb Miles,) Established 18th February, 1541, 
Originator of the WORLD-FAMED TROUSERS, at 16s. per pair, has the 
ay to inform thirty thousand customers that his stock is now replete 
with all the new and best designs for Coats, Morning and Travelling Suits, 
Vests, Trousers, at prices as heretofore. Gentlemen who have not al 
favoured this establishment with their interest and support are most res 
fully informed that it is ne not only by the extent, variety, and 
aualit of its patterns and materials, but it excels in the cut and workmanship. 
Cavution,—Mr, Miles is not connected with an — imitating and adver- 
tising in the pamh name; his only address is 73, k-street, Hanover-square, 
and ke has no other establishment in London or elsewhere. 


nickerbockers. —In the “Cornhill 


of October, 1860, the above costume is described in the 


flowing mp —*“ Knickerbockers, surely the prettiest boy’s dress that has 
peared these hundred years.” In order to ohne this great im — in 
now 


within the reach of all well-to-do families, Messrs. 
e the costume complete for Two Guineas. There is a large selection 
Paletots, Over-coats, and other garments prepared for young gentlemen coming 
home for the holidays, Messrs. NICOLL have the Knickerbocker 
Dress for boys about three years of age, as the First Cloth Suit on leaving off 
the petticoat dress—the cost varying from One Guinea, Sample suits, _ 
the necessary under clothing, &c., may now be inspected, or the same 
forwarded on a. if accompan: ied with a reference in town. 

COLL, 114, Ragent-street, 22, Cornhill, and 10, St. dite 


Servants’ Liveries. — The best at 


moderate prices, furnished for cash payments by H. J. and D. NICOLL, 
114, 116, 118, and 120, Regent- pat, and 22, Cornhill, London; also at 


No. 10, St. Ann’s-square, 
[mprovements in Shirts. 


RODGERS’S IMPROVED CORAZZA, six for 31s. 6d., and six for 42s. 
RODGERS’S IMPROVED COLOURED, six for 26s., and six ‘or 31s. 6d. 
RODGERS'S SAXONY WOOL, figured, 7s. 6d., 8 . 6d, and 128, 6d. each. 
RODGERS'S IMPROVED BOYS’ SHIRTS, in all sizes, six for 20s, and six 


RODGERS'S IMPROVED THREE-FOLD COLLARS, 8s. 6d. and 11s, per 
RODGERS'S NEW SPORTING SHIRTS, 


horses, dogs, foxes, birds, &c. 
RODGERS’S IMPROVED CORAZZA suinrs are yy best extant, and for 
. and durability cannot be excelled. 


RODGERS'’S PTIVE BOOKS, w 
the new Coloured Shi: post free for two stamps, AN 
shouldbe taken che, OF which printed frme are 


plied. 
RODGERS ond Improved Shirt Makers, 59, St. 


cross; and 29, corner of New-street, 
Established sixty years. 


“LOCK STITCH” 
ewing Machines, 
Manufactured by the 
“ Wheeler & Wilson” Manufacturing 


Recommended 
mechanism, elegance of mode! 
speed, beauty and durability of the work 


*,* Descriptive Pamphlets Gratis. 


Save Half your Coals, Cure your 
Smoky Chimneys, have a plentifal supply of Hot Water in the Kitchen, 
and a Warm Bath always ready, night and day, by using the 

PATENT AMERICAN KITCHENER: 


A cheap and Cooking Range, which will cook for a large family at 
cost for fuel tot be seen in daily the 
Stove Warehouse, 155, Cheapside, Cheaneide BG Prospectus free. 


: 
’ 
Sy | 
(i 
SUE 
| 
Office and Sale Rooms, 462, Oxford-street, 
London. 
4 
per ormed, ney have been in use chair 
ciently long to thoroughly test t 
A qualities, and give entire eatislaction. They 
are the favourite machine for domestic 
vv +e purposes, and are both suitable and profit- 
able in the workshop. 


